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| ing the following Sheets. 


\ UR Dail Papers, bm 
ing with Advertiſements of 
Elopements, afford every thinking 
Man ſufficient Matter for Reflection 
and Concern for his Fellow-Crea- 


= | tures. Not a Day paſſes but an in- 


Jur'd Husband cautions you to give 


* 
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no Credit to his run- away Wife; on 


the other hand, there are Husbands, 
who leave induſtrious faithful Wives 
to wanton in the Arms of idle faith- 
leſs Strumpets. Adultery i is now eſ- 
teemed faſhionable, inſtead of ſin- 
ful, Thanks to the Prevalence of Ex- 
ample | The Great begin the Chic- 
ken-a-train-trow, the Leſſer Tribe 


. Join Hands, and the Leaſt bring up 
the Rear. Let none miſtake, A- 
dultery is Adultery in Great as well 
as Small, and will be eſteem'd hei- 


A 2 nous 


(ii) 
nous as long as the commandmente 
exiſt, or that great Admonition, f 
ir as we would be done by, can 
Have any Force, No particular Per- 
ſon can be pointed at in the Re- 

publication of theſe Sheets: In the 
'Year 1708. a great Duke juſt de- 
ceaſed, (or rather his Adtions)\ was cen- 
ſur d; then nothing but Truth ap- 
peared. The Deſign now is gene- 
ral, and that it may have a gene- 
| uw. Effect upon all Adulterers of both 
Sexes and in all Conditions „ 
— | 
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To the READER. 


TH My Lok D, or SIR, 


Hate er thou chanceſt to be, I neither fear 
nor care: Neither the Frown of the 
Mighty, the Fleer of the Peeviſh, nor the Cen- 
ſure of the Severe, ſhall diſtaſte, nor deter me 
5 from attempting to argue, 

The Hazard of living in a known Sin, and 
deferring Repentance to a Death-Bed, from 
the Remorſe of . D— of fe Web 

Jig true, Dr. K (who preach'd his Fu- 
neral Sermon) tells us, A late (or Death- 

Bed) Repentance rarely happens, but in Men 
| £<''of- diſtinguiſhed Senſe and Judgment: But 
75 * in Anſwer to that, I endeavour to prove it Rare- 

ly: happens to ſuch Men, and more Rarely ſtill, 

1 (lite the D---) Men fin againſt Light and 
Knowledge *till they core to 4 Death-Bed. 

cannot expect any great Thanks from i be 

| ' Keepers (I mean the I} hore-maſters ) of Quali- 

k 45, 2 theſe Remarks on Dr. K- 5 Sermon, 

as they upbraid ſuch as defer their Repentance 
to a Death-Bed. I flatter no Man on the Ac- 

count of his Greatneſs, but (Honeſtly) call A 
Spade A Spade; or in plainer Words, I treat 
the ſeeming Penitence of a Great Man with the 
Fo: Jame Blunineſs I wou'd have done had he been 

© as Mean as the Author of theſe Sheets, Yet 

= {(Keader) know that this Plain-Dealing is not 
4  'the Fruit of Ill- nature; nor does it proceed from 
= any Averſion I had to the D---'s Perſon : For 
J ever thought him a Noble Patriot, and a true 
Engliſn-Man. But I could never engure Flat- 


VT % 


tery, (eſpecially in Funeral Sermons) and for that 
Reaſon have as boldly diſcover'd his Whoredoms, 


as Dr. K (in his Funeral Sermon) endea- 
vour'd to hide them. Nis true, the D was a 
Peer of the Realm, and the Birth and Quality 
of ſuch Men does demand our Tribute of Reſpect 


and Veneration while they live, and when they 


die (as Dr. K obſerves) We ought to at- 
tend their Grave with due Solemnity *. But 
neither their Birth nor Grandeur ſhowd puzzle 
any Evye-ſight ; and thoſe Miniſters that preach 
their Funeral Sermons are yet fs excuſable than 
other Men, if they leſſen or conceal their Whore- 
doms : And J am pleaſed to find the pious and 
Earned Mr. Joſeph Trapp of the ſame Opinion; 
for in his Ass IZE SERMON, preach'd before 
the Univerſity of Oxford, he there ſays; But 

* as the Difference of Perſons may alter the 
Degrees of Guilt ; ſome, according to the 
Stations in which they are plac'd, are more 


Evil for Good, than others. And thoſe in 
whom it would be moſt intolerable, are Per- 


whoſe Judgment and Authority are, or ought 
to be, of ſo much Weight, whoſe proper 
Buſineſs it is to interpret the Scriptures, and 


of Fear, or Hope, or any ſiniſter Deſign, 
ſhou'd deliver that for Virtue which they 
know or believe to be Vice; or any way pre- 
varicate and handle the Word of God deceit- 


be thought worthy, who wouldy miſlead the 
Souls committed to their Charge, proſtitute 
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poſes, and bring a Reproach upon that Pro- 
18 5 N | eſſion 


- 


unpardonable for putting Good for Evil, and. 


ſons of a SacRED CHARACTER. If they, 


truly repreſent the Mind of God; if they, out 


fully; of how ſore a Puniſhment would thoſe 


their high and holy Office to ſuch vile Pur- 
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„ 
feſſion which they ought to adorn? Our 
Bleſſed Saviour aſſures us, that whoſoever 
ſhall break the leaſt of his Commandments; 
and zeach Men fo, ſhall be call'd the leaſt in 
the Kingdom of Heaven. Should any then 
of that SacRED ORDER make Panegyricks 
upon the worſt of Men, only becauſe they 
are . Great Men ; ſmooth over ſome of their 


Vices, and praiſe them for other; flatter the 


Dead, to make their Court to the Living; 
and all at the Expence of their Integrity, by 
venting falſe Doctrine, as well as falſe Ora- 


tory, in order to advance their Fortunes, and 
ſerve their wretched Intereſts in this World ; 


what a Maſs of Guilt would they heap upon 


themſelves! They would imitate the Exam- 


ple of Judas, in betraying their Lord's Re- 
ligion for Money, as that other Traitor did 
his Perſon; and without the ſevereſt and a 
timely Repentance, would, by the worſt Sort 
of Simony, pay their Souls as the Purchaſe 
for their Preferments---- Nay, (continues this 


REVEREND AUTHOR) We who are dedi- 


cated to that Holy Employment, may in 
ſome meaſure be negatively guilty in this 
Reſpect. We ſin not only it we repreſent 
Good and Evil falſely, but if we decline or 
avoid the Opportunities of repreſenting them 
truly; if we be ſilent, when our Duty. calls 
us to ſpeak; or if, when we do ſpeak, we 
propheſy only Saxo H THinGs ; if we do 
not proceed according to the Command of 
God given to the Prophet 1/azahb : Cry a- 
loud, ſpare not, lift up thy Voice like a Trum- 
pet, and ſhew my People their. Tranſgreſſions, 
and the Houſe of Jacob their Sins, Iſa. vill, 
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If the worſt of Men in an ill Cauſe can be brave 


and daring, why ſhowd the Proſelytes of Virtue be 


timorous and ſneaking? And therefore (with Sub- _ 
miſſion to better Fudgment) I think all Funeral 
Sermons, (to avoid the Imputation of Flattery ) 


ſpou'd as boldly proclaim the Vices as they do the 


Virtues of Great Men; for I am bold to jay, that 
if any Great Man makes uſe of his Power and 
Riches to be more Vicious than others, and give a 
bad, inſtead of a good Example, he is a: much more 
guilty than others, as he is higher than they: His 
Name will be expos*d (tho? not in the Pulpit, 
by ſuch as are afraid to treat Whoredom in a 
King or Duke with a hard Name; yet) in the 
bolder Chronicles of After-Ages; and whilſt Of 
fenders of leſſer Quality may eſcape with the Laſh 
in BRIDEWELL, and their Faults and they be 
ſhortly buried together, Greater Delinquents will 
be tranſmitted down to Poſterity, in the pro- 
per Colours their Crimes deſerve — And as the 
QUALITY of the Perſon aggravates the Crime, 
ſo ſhould Adultery ſcape Reproof in the Pulpit, 
becauſe the Hero that died was a King or Duke? 
The malicious World will ſay, and that juſtly too, 
thatJusT1CE is not fairly hood-wink*d, but makes 
a ſhift to get a Glance of the Parties concern'd, 
and ſpares one more than another : That all is but 
a Mock Reformation, or like thoſe Cobweb Laws 
which great Flies break through , and that its 
plain that all the Noiſe about a Reformation (both 
in the Pulpit and out of it) 7s only about little 


Sinners; while the Drunkard, the Swearer, the 


Whoremaſter of Quality, may ſtill take what 


Liberty he himſelf pleaſes. But bleſſed be God, 


this is not our Caſe; for we live in a Reign where 
the Clergy and Laity can, if they think fit, ſpeak 
Plain Engliſh. WB, 
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 T apprehend no Danger from {peakint the Truth; 
if any are offended with theſe Remarks, *twill not 
be Men of Honour and Piety, but only ſuch whoſe 


* Adulterous Practices are exposd and lamented in 


the following Sheets; and of theſe it may be One 
Lord will tax me of Arrogance, another of Ill- 
manners, a third of Singularity. *Tis (an't pleaſe 
you, my Lords,) no matter for that, what J 
have writ I have writ; TRUTH it is I am ſure, 


and more ] believe than ſuch as keep Miſſes will 


be willing to hear: But let him that is the moſs 


_ guilty be the leaſt offended, leſs he make the Pro- 


verb true, and prove his own Diſcoverer. 
All defire is, that whoever ſhall vouchſafe to 
peruſe this Eſſay on living in known Sin, (which 
is publiſbd by way of Anſwer to Dr. K 's Sermon 
preach'd at the D—'s Funeral) would do it ſeri- 
ouſly, and judge impartially, and then let them 
praiſe or diſpraiſe, frown or ſmile, I care not 
but I have Reaſon to think the Worid will be pretty 
civil to this Performance, as I have advanc'd ſe- 
veral things in it that are wholly new. Not but 
(to poliſh my own -Notions) I have now and then 
conſulted the Writings of Biſhop Taylor, Dr. 
Pain, Dr. Goodwin, Mr. Elleſbye, Mr. Veal, 
Nat Taylor, and others; (and I have done it 
without quoting the Authors, that the Criticks may 
rail at Taylor, Elleſbye, Veal, &c. When they 
think they rail at me, I wowd ſhelter my own 
Weakneſs under ſuch great Reputations.) But 

tho I have conſulted what Notions the Learned 

have of Living in a known Sin, and made tbe beft 
Improvement I cou d of em, twas not for want of 
Matter, or Compaſſion to the Souls of Men, (for 
who can torite of the Hazard of Living in aknown 
Sin, and deferring Repentance to a Death-Bed, 
and not flow in Tears and Words at the ſame Time? ) 
SE but 


(s) 
but as I judg*d it ſafer, in ſuch a nice Subject, ts 
build upon the Foundation of Learned Authors, 
than to obtrude my own Raw and Indigeſted No- 
tions (meerly for Novelty's Sake ) upon the Pablick, 

T ſhall only add, I cou'd have fwelPd this Eſ- 
fay to a larger Bulk, but I was loth to tire your 
Patience, and was alſo willing to conſult the Con- 
venience of the poorer Buyers, who ths? they have 
Souls. of as great Value as the Souls of the Rich, 
yet can't purchaſe ſuch large Volumes as they can. 

Ion, *tis with great Reluftance that I write 
againſt Dr. K — for he was ever eſteem'd, a Clergy- 
manof ſound Judgment, of deep Learning, of vaſt 
Apprehenſion, of an holy and unſpotted Life, 
of large Charity, a great Friend, a Loyal Sub- 
ject, and a moſt valiant Champion of the TRUE 
(I mean the Moderate) Church of England; and 
for bis Sermon on the Martyrdom of CHaRLEST. 
(for which the High-flyers will ever be his a- 
vowed Enemies) *tis the beſt that ever was yet 
printed upon that Subject: But, (you know Reader) 
Humanum eſt errare, and 1 have given the World 
a Specimen of Human Error, both in the Doctor“s 
Notion of the Death-Bed Repentance of Learned 
Men, and in my Anſwer to it ; and therefore as 
we are all fallible, if the Doctor thinks. good ta 
reply to the following Sheets, I will either not 
anſwer him at all, or I will do it with all that 
Reæſpett that is due to his great Piety, Mode- 
ration and Learning. te . 
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DEATH-BED REEEN TAN CE. 


* A LL great Errors (ſays Dr. Cudworth) 
0 have ever been intermingled with ſome 


„ *. © Truth. And indeed if Falſehood ſhou'd 


appear alone unto the World in her own true 


Shape, and native Deformity, ſhe wou'd be ſo 
Black and Horrid, that no Man wou'd look up- 
on her; and therefore ſhe hath always had an 
Art to wrap up herſelf diſguis'd and undiſcern'd. 
This was elegantly ſignified in the Fable thus. 
* Truth at firjt preſented herſelf to the World, and 
* went. about to ſeek Entertainment ; but when ſhe 
found none, being of a generous Nature, that 
loves not to obtrude berſelf upon unworthy Spi- 


© rits, ſhe reſolved to leave Earth, and take ber 


Flight for Heaven: But as ſhe was going up, ſhe 
* chanc'd, Elyah-like, to let ber MANTLE fall, 


aud Fal ſebood waiting by for ſuch au Opportunity, 
* ſnatch*d it up preſently, and ever ſince goes a- 


« bout diſguis'd in TrutÞ's Attire.*-—And this I 
I take to be the Caſe with reſpect to Dr. K—'s 


Sermon preach'd at the Ds Funeral: For tho? 


one wou'd- have expected that a Dignity*d Cler- 


gyman that was then Archdeacon of H—, and 


ſince made Dean of D—, ſhow'd neither have 
preach'd nor publiſh'd any thing wherein the 
EL e b Author 


635) 
Author did not reaſon like a Divine, or at leaſt- 
wile talk as coherently as ordinary Men uſe to 
do, by the pure Strength of natural Reaſon: 
But whether Dr. K--- does ſo or not, let the 
World judge; for in the forementioned Sermon 
he tells his -Hearers, © That à late (meaning I 
* ſuppoſe aDeath-Bed) Repentance rarely happens 
; © but in Men of diſtinguiſt*d Senſe and Fudgment 
--- That ordinary Abilities may be altogether ſunk 
3 Kos a long vicious Courſe of Life Wat meaner 
* fnful Wretches are commonly given up to à re- 
* probate Mind, and die as ſtupidly as i; 
© white the nobler and brighter Paris have an 
Advantage of underſtanding the Worth of their 
© Soul before they ren it: If they are allowd 
© the Benefit of 252 they commonly awake out 

F their Dream of Sin, and reflect and look up- 
ward--- Not that God is a Reſpetter of Perſons, 

but the Difference is in Men, and the more in- 
telligent Nature is the more ſuſceptive of Divine 

Grace. We have had in our own Age and Na- 

tion Men of Illuſtrious Honour, and of the moſt 

celebrated Parts, who had been carryd away by 
the Courſe of this World into extravagant Vices 
and Follies; and yet upon the Profpett of Death 
theſe Men of Underſtanding have retratted their 
 Toofe Opinions, they have repented of their grie- 
vous Sins; and have died; nay, have ſometimes 
recover*d and lid like true unfeigned Chriſtian 

Oo mee. Fo great are the Powers of Religion 

to work meſt upon the largeſt Capacities. 

Thus far Dr. K----- with other ſuch deep 
Diſcoveries as theſe, to ſhew us he is no more 
infallible than other Men: But I have no Com- 

miſſion to queſtion any Man for making bold _ Þ 
with himſelf, or expoſing his own Underſtanding i 
7 what Ds he thinks fit ; and ſhow'd _— 

- "wore 
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by 


TRY 


fore have taken no Notice of the Doctor's Ser- 


mon, or of theſe Expreſſions, but that I think 


they give great Encouragement to MEN of 


VALITY, (or to uſe the Doctor's Expreſſion) 


to Men of diſtinguiſp'd Senſe and Fudgment, to 
defer their Repentance to a Death-Bed. Tis 


true; the Doctor's Notions before recited, are 
too perplex d for a common Reader's Under- 
ſtanding; and not Sophiſtical enough to impoſe 
upon the more Intelligent; and for that Reaſon 
do the leſs Miſchief. However, as they have 


given Offence to man ny ſerious Chriſtians; I ſhall 
endeavour to anſwer em. 


In anſwering Dr. K----'s Sermons 1 ſhall 
comply with the ſevere Taſk the Author ſets 
me; to make Brick and find Straw 100; for this 
Sermon duly conſider'd, will not furniſh ſuffi- 
cient Matter for many Remarks for ſtrip it of 
its noble Heraldry and fine Garniture, (I mean 
Rhetorical Flowers) and it comes to no.more 


than this, That Lords and D---s that live in 


Adultery all their Days, (being Men of diſtin- 

& guiſhd Senſe and Fudgment) are more likely to 
« repent on a Death-Bed than meaner ſinful 
* Yretches, Which is the ſame as if the Doctor 
had ſaid, Men that ſin againſt Light and Know- 
ledge all their Days are © more likely to acknow- 
« ledge an Infinite Being, to recollef# and reliſh the 
* Holy Scriptures, and to awake out of their 
Dream of Sin on a Death. Bed than Men of 
* more ordinary Abilities are.” Which I take to 


be as pernicious an Error as was ever yet broach'd 


in a Pulpit, and is ſuch an Abuſe of the Sermon 
Dr. K. preacb'd at the D---'s Funeral, that he 


_ ought to bluſh at, but can never yindicate; z for 


he tells us, that. A late (meaning a Death- 


Bed) Repentance rarely happens but in Men of . 
2 eee Senſe and 8 &c, * tho he 


can't 
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' can't but own that Sins committed againſt Light 
and Knowlegge are more aggravated than Sins 
of Ignorance, and conſequently more harden the 
Heart, and give Men up to a more Reprobate 
Mind than we commonly find in © ihe meaner 
« fnful Wretches*, So that Sins committed a- 
gainſt Light and Knowledge (when committed 
by Men of diſtinguiſh*d Senſe and Fudgment ) give 
leſs Hopes for Repentance on a Death-Bed, 
than Sins of Ignorance committed by Men of 
more ordinary Abilities : Yea, ſuch Difference 1s 
there, that God is ſaid to wink at Sins of Ig- 
norance, Achs xvii. 30. The Time of this Igno- 
rance God winks at. While they had no Know- 
ledge, God took no Notice : Yea, and he a- 
bates ſomething for ſuch Sins, becauſe the 
Creature hath @ Cloak, hath ſomething to ſay 
for its ſelf ; (as Chriſt ſays, John xv. 22.) but 
. when againſt Knowledge, they have no Cloak. 
Lea farther, Chriſt makes a Sin of Ignorance 
to be no Sin, in Compariſon ;- for he ſays, If 
i bad not ſpoken and done thoſe Works never 
Man did, they had [no Sin.] That is, none in 
Compariſon ; but now they have no Cloak, no 
Shelter to award the Stripes, or Plea to abate 
ore.” : 
And that you may ſee the Ground of this 2 
vaſt Difference between Sins of Ignorance and by 
againſt Knowledge, (which is the Sin commit- L 
ted by Men of diſtinguiſh*d Senſe and Judgment ) 1 


; pre ad ä * 
S ee > , 
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conſider firſt, that if a Man ſin (ſuppoſe the 1 
Act the ſame) out of Ignorance meerly, there 1 


may be a Suppoſition, that if he had known 
it, he would not have done it; and that as ſoon 9 
as he doth know it, he would or might repent 
of it. So 1 Cor. ii. 8. F they bad known, they DI 
had not crucified the Lord of Glory. The like 

ſays Chriſt of Tyre, Sidon, and Gomorrha, that 
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if the ſame Things had been done in them, they 


. ewould have repented. But now when a Man 


knows it afore, (as the D----- did; for 
the Doctor tells us, He read and ſtudied 


| © the Scriptures, and declar'd himſelf fully con- 


vinc'd of the Truth of all ReveaPd Religion.) 
and alſo when a Man conſiders Sin in the very 
committing it, and yet commits it, then there 
is no room for ſuch a Suppoſition, and leſs 
Hope. For what is it that ſhould reduce this 


Man to Repentance ? Is it not his Knowledge ? 
' Now if that had no Power to keep him from 


his Sin, then it may be judged, that it will not 
be of Force to bring him to Repentance for it ; 
for by finning the Heart is made more hard, and 
the Knowledge and the, Authority of it weaken'd 
and leſſen'd, as all Power is, when contemned 
and reſiſted, Rom. i. 21. Their fooliſh Heart be- 


comes darker. Ariſtotle himſelf hath a Touch 


of this Notion in the Third of his Ethicks; 
that if a Man fin out of Ignorance, when he 


| knows it, he repents of it; if out of Paſſion, 


when the Paſſion is over, he 1s ſorry for what 
he hath done: But when a Man (of diftinguiſh'd 
Senſe and Fudgment) ſins deliberately and out of 
Knowledge, tis a Sign he is fix*d in Miſchief, 
and even hardned in Sin: And hence it is 
that thoſe that (like the D.) have been 
enlightned with the higheſt Kind of Light, but 
that of ſaving Grace, Heb. vi. 4, 5. and Heb. x. 
If they fin wilfully after ſuch a Knowledge of 


the Truth, God looks on them, as thoſe that 


will never: repent. And therefore likewiſe the 
School gives this as the Reaſon why the Devils 
ſin obſtinately, and cannot- repent, becauſe of 
their full Knowledge they fin with, they know 
all in the full Latitude that may be known, and 
yet go on. 


Cx | Secondly, 
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Secondly, The vaſt Difference that in God's 
Acobunt i is put between Sins of Knowledge, and 
of | Ignorance, will appear by the different Re- 
fpe& and Regard that God hath to them, in 
the Repentance he requires and accepts for them; 
and that both in, the Acts of Repentance, and 
alſo in the State of Grace and Repentance, up- 
on which God accepts a Man, or for want of 
which he rejecteth him. 

Firſt, When a Man comes to voi the 
Acts of Repentance, and,to humble himſelf for 
Sin, and to turn from it, (whether. it be in 
Health, or on a Death-Bed) God exacteth not, 
that Sins of Ignorance ſhould particularly be 
repented of ; but if they be repented of but 
in the General, and in the Lump, be they never 
ſo great, God accepts it. This is intimated, 
Pſal. xix. 12. Who can underſtand his Error 2 
Cleanſe me from my ſecret Sins. That was Con- 
feſſion enough : But Sins of Knowledge muſt be 
particularly repented of, and confels'd, and that 
again and again; as Vocal was forced to do 
for his Murder and Adultery ; and as the D--- 
ſeem'd to do on his Death- Bed Euer Time 
© the Biſhop attended him, be declared again that 
7 be did unfeignedly repent of his Sins, and re. 

queſted his Lor dip, that he would not only 

* Eft him, but in bis Retiremerts, pray to God 
+ heartily for the Pardon of them*. But the 
D--- being a Man of diſti nguiſh'd Senſe and 
| Fudgment, (and * having ſinn*d a- 
gainſt Light and ' Knowledge, till he came to 
his Death-Bed) it renders his late Repentance 
the more ſuſpected: For, (as I ſaid before) 
Sins of Knowledge muſs be particularly repented 
of and confeſſed, or a Man ſhall never. have Par- 
don. And farther, greater Difference - will ap- 

: Hear * between Sins of Ignorance and Sins — | 
EY 8 * 1 
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ted againſ® Knowledge, in regard of the State of * 
Grace and Repentance : For a Man may live; 


in a Sin he doth know to be a Sin, and yet be 
in the State of Grace z as the Patriarchs in Po- 
ligamy, and in divorcing their Wives: But to 


live in a Sin of Knowledge (as was the D. -s 
Caſe) is not compatible with Grace: For un- 
| leſs a Man maintaineth a conſtant Fight againſt: 
ö 9 it, hateth it, confeſſeth it, forſaketh it, he can- 


rightneſs of Heart. A Friend may keep Cor- 

reſpondency with one he ſuſpects not to be an 

Enemy unto his Friend, and be true to his 
Friendſhip notwithſtanding : But if he knows 
bim to. be an Enemy, he muſt break utterly with 
the one, if he leans to the other.. 

Yet farther in the Third Place, ſo vaſt is the 
Difference (between Sins of Ignorance and Sins 
committed againſt. Knowledge) that ſome Kind of 

Sins committed out of, and againſt Knowledge, 
= utterly exclude from Mercy for Time to come, 
9 which done out of Ignorance, remained capa- 
ble of, and might have obtained it; as perſe-' 
cuting "the Saints, blaſpheming Chriſt, &c. Pays 
Will was as much in thoſe Acts themſelves, and' 
as hearty. as thoſe that fin. againſt the Holy: 
Ghoſt : For he was mad againſt the — 
and in theſe Sins, as himſelf ſays, not ſinning 
willingly herein only, but being carried on 
with Fury, as hot and as forward as the Pbari- 
es that ſinned that Sin: Only ſays he, 1 Tim. i. 
13. I:did it ignorantly, therefore I obtained Mercy. 
Tho? it was ignorantiy done, yet there was need 
of: Mercy : But yet in that he did it but ignorant- 
ly, there was a Capacity and Place fur Mercy, 


oy after a Man, who. (like the D.) bas re- 
8 33 Knowledge id the Truth, and declar d 


« himſelf 


not have Mercy; this cannot ſtand with Up- 


which otherwiſe had not been. But thus to 


( is 4 ) kg 
© himſelf fully convinc'd of the Truth of all re- 
ve ald Religion; this ſhuts a Man out from 
Mercy, - Heb. x. and there is no more Sarriſice 
for Sin; for ſuch Sins, I ſay, ſuch Sins as theſe, 
thus! directly againſt the Goſpel, when commit- 
ted with Knowledge : For Sins againſt the Law, 
though againſt Knowledge, there was an At- 
tonement; as appears, Levit. vi. from the iff, 
Verſe to the 87h. Where he inſtanceth in for- 
ſwearing : But 70 perſecute the Saints and Chrift*s 'F 
Truths with Malice, after Knowledge of it, there "MN 
7s no more Sacrifice. Not that ſimply the Sin 3 
is ſo great in the Act it ſelf of Perſecution, 
(for St. Paul did it out of Ignorance; ) but be- 
cauſe it is out of Knowledge: So vaſt a Diffe- 
rence doth Knowledge and Ignorance put be- 
tween the Guilt of the ſame Sin. 2 
Then, to ſin preſumptuouſly, and againſt. 
Knowledge, as the D--- did, (for we may call 
his living ſo long in Adultery preſumptuous ſin- 
ning againſt Knowledge, as © He profeſs*d his E 
© Belief of both the Truth and Excellency of the 
< Chriſtian: Religion; and particularly did de- 
' © dare, that he firmly believed all the Articles of 
© the Apoſtles Creed) is the. higheſt Step in Sin- 
ning; and ſo reckon'd in David's Account, 
Pſal. xix. 12, 13. For firſt he prays, Lord keep 
me from ſecret Sins; (which he makes Sins of 
Ignorance.) And then next he prays againſt. 
' Preſumpiuous Sins; (which, as the Oppoſition 
. ſhews, are Sins againſt Knowledge.) For, (ſays 
he) if they get Dominion over me, I ſhall not be 
Free from [that great Offence.] That is, that 
unpardonable Sin, which ſhall never be forgiven: 
So that theſe are neareſt it of any other; yet 
not ſo, as: that every one that falls into ſuch a 
Sin commits it, but he is nigh to it; for, to com- 
mit that Sin but two Things are required: LI ur 
ö a 3 "3 4 | l f in 
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in the Mind, and Ma LIE in the Heart; not 
Malick alone, unleſs there be LIGHT: For 
then that Apoſtle had ſinn'd it. So that Know- 
ledge is the Parent of it, 17 is after receiving the 
Knowledge of the Truth, Heb. x. 27, 28. 

Thus I have fairly > hats (conrrary to Dr. 

h 


K——s Aſſertion) * The meaner ignorant finful 
* Wretches are more likely to repent on a Death- 
Bed than Men of diftinguiſh'd Senſe and Fudgment. 
Which I take to be a full and ſufficient Anſwer 
to what Dr. K--- has ſpun into a long Sermon. 
However, that I may leave no Room for Cavil; 
I ſhall take a more diſtin## View of the whole 
Sermon, and reply particularly to all the Flat- 
tery and Errors I find in it. For the better 
Performance whereof *twill be neceſſary I make 
ſome few Remarks on the Abuſe of Funeral Ser- 
mons, as the Abuſe of *em naturally leads me to 
a diſtin& View of all the Flattery and Error I 
find in Dr. K---'s Sermon preach'd at the Funeral 
F W--- late D of D—. 

Funeral Encomiums have been a frequent 
Practice, both in this City and Kingdom, by 
the Clergy of all Per ſuaſions, but when J conſider 
that this kind of Work is not without great Ha- 
Zard, I admire ſo many Divines (but more eſ- 
pecially that Dr. K---, a Clergyman of «nſuſ- 
pected Integrity) ſhou'd engage in it: Or at leaſt, 
ſo far as to tell the World, that the late D 
(whoſe Adulterous Life, to the Time of his laſt 
Sickneſs, gives us Reaſon to think he never in- 
tended to repent, *till he cou'd Whore no lon- 
ger, ) ſeem'd well to underſtand the Nature and 
Ends of the Holy Sacrament ; when his Love to 
Debauchery had ſo long blinded his Spiritual Fa- 


culties, that *tis no Breach of Charity to ſay, He 


never ſerioufly thought on the Holy Sacrament till 
his laſt Sickneſs. Even Mr, G—- his Chaplain, 
| 8 tells 


| | ( 260 

tells us, Twas © In his Sickneſs, and on bit © 
© Death-Bed, it pleaſed God to touch his Heart 
© with a Coal from his Attar, and melt him into 
. a truly Chriſtian Conſideration of his State; in 
© Reference to his Soul, Body and Eſtate, and 
- often him into Repentance not to be repented of; 
« &c.* But how a Man that had thus deferr'd 
his Repentance to his old Age, (even to his Death- 
Bed) thowd well underſtand the Nature and Ends 
of the Holy Sacrament, I cannot well apprehend: 
For if he receiv'd the Sacrament during the Time 
of his Health, twas (in all Probability) whilſt 
he liv'd in the Act of Apul r ERY. And that 
I'm ſure does not conſiſt with his well under- 
Standing the Nature and Ends of the Holy Sacra- 
ment. Or if he deferr'd receiving the Sacrament 
to his Death-Bed, (as I judge he did; for the 
Doctor tells us, He conf ſod his being troubled 
being very much troubled for the Lateneſs of his 
Repentance, ) that likewiſe ſhews he neither un- 
derſtood the Nature, or Ends of the Holy Sacra- 
ment, which ſhou*d be often receiv'd in the Time 
of our Health: For our Saviour ſays, This do in 
Remembrance of me. And St. Paul tells us, As 
often as ye eat this Bread and drink this Cup, ye 
do ſhew the Lord's Death *till be come. Then 
how. can he well underſtand, the Nature and 
Ends of the Holy Sacrament, who, (as if he wou'd 
have Chriſt wholly forgotten) never partakes of 
it but on a Death-Bed, when his Bodily Diſeaſes 
render him leſs fit to receive it? 

But to return to my Remarks on the Funeral 
Sermons; which, as I ſaid before, is a Work 
perform'd with 2 great deal of Hazard : For 
| Relations will think too little is ſpoke, others 
too much, The Taſk is hard, when on one 
Hand a Minifter may be cenſur'd to give a faint 
and mean Charader, and on the tier. Hand he 


may 


r 
+ 0 


„5 
may be thought to over-do it, and be Paraſiti. 
cal: It is too common on theſe Occaſions to 
Saint Men at their Death, (of which the D 
is a remarkable Inftance;) who expreſs d little of 
Sanctity in their Lives. It was ſaid of Jul IA x, 
he was fit to Canonize the Devil; and I have read 
Plas, Bruno an Italian did it. This ſhould make 
iniſters wary of ſaying; nothing but plain 
T ruth in their Per Sermons. 

Funeral dermens may and ought to be preach'd: : 
And tho wicked Men will not be willing to have 
their Infirmities laid out at their Funeral, yet 
the greateſt Sinner, if he dies a ſincere Penitent; 
will be b rar with the Earl of-Rochefter, not 

_.vn]y to ſign a > Dying Remonſtrance againſt the 
hk Courſe” of his former wicked: Life, but 
will have it publiſh'd at his Funeral what a eat 
Miter he had been. Had we had ſuch a | | 
emonſtrance from*the B, as we had from | 
925 Lord Rocheſter, 1 ſhou'd. have thought him 
ncere in his late Repentance, but we hear no- 
thing of this Dying Remonſtrance on. his Death- 


rt 

He profeſs'd, © Tote truly few for. all. 
© the many great Sins and Errors of his Life, and 
t did Jum? by and earneſtly beg Forgiveneſs of. God 
for tbem. How far God: aCcepted his Sighs 
and Tears we do not know: Kor; Secret Things 
$Jong to God; therefore to God we muſt leave 
Rar Our Bufineſs is not to judge peremptorily 
concerning the Dead, but to Warn and caution 1 0 
the Living; but I think 'tis no Breach af Cha- 
rity to ſay, conſidering be D. deferr A bis R. 
pentance to a Death-Bed, there is Reaſon to fear 
that i it was not fincere z z — he 8 ſeem nic | 
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5 The Devil was ck, | 
The Devil a Monk ond 4. 
be Devil was well, _ 
12 The Devil a Monk was be. 


And therefore we have Reaſon. to fear, (as 1 
faid before) that his Sorrow for Sin was but a 
ſſeeming Penitence, and that had he recover d, 


he'd — return'd to his former Lewdneſs : For, ; 


True, Repentance confiſts not in a confeſſing ourſelves 
to be Sinners in general; or in being troubled for 
our Sins, and begging Pardon for them, when we 
can in no longer. This is no-other, than groſs 
Deluſſon and Hypocriſy.  *Tis one, f the Snares of 
the Devil, which he lays for the Ruin of Souls : 
But Repentance conſiſts in a hating and. forſaking 
of all Sin, in the watching f our Hearts, and 
bridling.of our Tongues, in the reſtraining of our 


Paſſions, and mortifying the Aﬀettions and Lais 
of the_Fleſh,. and in arming ourſelves agaigſt thoſe 


Sins and Temptations which we are prone to of- 


fend in, and have formerly been overcome by. This 


is the true Notion of Evangelical Saving Repen- 
tante, to which the. Promiſes of the Goſpel are 
made; and upon which alone Miniſters. can give us 


any comfortable Hopes of Pardon and Forgiveneſs, 


at the Hand of God, either nom or when we come 
to die. And therefore ſeeing the D— defer'd 
his Repentance to his Death-Bed,. I can't ſee 
what great Reaſon Dr. K— hid to tell the World, 


He ſeem d at laſt to have obtain'd his Deſire of 56. 


ing in Peace with Cod. For, unleſs our Hopes of 
ppineſs are firmly, fettled and well TE: 

they will moſt certainly deceive and. diſappoint us 
in the End: For tis only Repentance for Sin paſt, 


and a Life of- Holineſs and nem Obedience for 
Time to come, that giye us good Hope through 
Graces 


* 


— 
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Grace, 2 Theſſ. ii. 16. And make us Partakers 


of that Glory, which bereafter ſhall be reveal'd, 


T FE y.T 


Sure I am, we have a 7 deal more Reaſon 


to ſuſpect (than hope well of) wicked Mens Re- 
pentance on a Death- Bed; becauſe we often find 
a great deal of Deceitfulneſs and Hypocriſy in the 

moſt ſolemn Profeſſion of Grief and Sorrow, in 


the moſt ſerious and repeated Promiſes of Amend- 
ment, that have been made by ſick Perſons, when 


| under the Apprehenſions of Death, and the Ter- 


rors of an awaken'd Conſcience : For *tis uſual. 


for ſuch Penitents, upon their Recovery, to for- 
get all that ever they promisd to Almighty God, 
and to grow rather worſe than better. We meet” 


with too many Inſtances daily for to confirm us 


in the Belief of this Truth. ——— I am wil- 
ling to hope better Things of the D, for 


who knows but he may now be 4 glorified 


Saint in Heaven ? But, tho* Pm willing to 
hope this, yet I ſhall take the Liberty to tell 
that Pious and Learned Divine that preach'd his 


Funeral Sermon, that the Account he gives of 


the Ds Penitence on his Death-Bed, . (as he 
hints ?twas,chieſly owing to his being a Man of 
diſtinguiſh'd Senſe and Fudgment)' gives great Of- 
fence to many ſerious People : For, had a Po- 


piſh Prieſt made a Heretick of a good Proteſtant,” 
or a Saint of a Debauchee; or had a ſcandalous . 


Clergyman prais'd that Patron that had left him 
à Noble Legacy, (and perhaps encourag A him in 
- Adulteries) twas no more than one might ex- 
2 But for Dr. K—, whoſe fincere Piety has 


et him above the Temptation of Money, and 


is (as even Envy itſelf muſt own) a Clergyman of 
7 reat Learning, and of an unblemiſh'd Life; 


ſay, for a Perſon of ſuch Merit to tell the 


World, That a late Repentance rarely happens 
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but in Men of diſtingulſt'd Senſe and Fudgment, 
is an Error which the Doctor ought to retract : 
For tis eaſy to prove, that a fincere and Death- 
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Bed Repentance more frequently happens to or- 
dindry. Abilities; to Men that have little finn'd 
againſt Light and Knowledge, to meaner ſinful 
Wretcbes (as the Poctor calls em) than it does 
to the Men of diſtinguiſh*d Senſe and Fudgment. 
And this Qbſervation does direttly lead me to 
draw (and expoſe to open Light) the dark Side 
of that Noble PEER and true-Engliſhman, ; A 
= D— of D——;, or in plainer Words, I ſhall I 
. here make ſome ſerious Reflexions on his Adult 
1 By fairly argue the infinite Hazard' 7 
of a Death-Bed Repentance, from the late Re- 4 
morſe of the late D-— of D-—, who (as I ſhall 
prove anon) ſinn'd againſt Light and Knowledge 
all his Life. Not that I aſſert a Death-Bed Re- 
pentance is impoſſible; for the Lord Rocheſter f 
was Certainly a true Penitent; but then he was 0 
not an AcED WRoRE-MASs TER, and conſe. | 
quently not ſo much hardned in Sin and De- 
baychery as the D-— was: For as the Doctor 
tells us; He profeſs'd his Belief of both the Truth 
and; Excellency of the Chriſtian Religion, (both 
which the Lord Rocheſter. had often denied) and 
. particularly did declare, that he firmly Believd all 
| the Articles of the Apoſtles Creed: Now for 4 
Man of | ſuch diſtinguiſh'd Senſe and Fudgment to 
keep Miss Es *till he could whore no longer, (I 
mean till he came to his Death-Bed) is ſuch an 
Aggravation of Sin as muſt needs render his 
| Repentance hazardous: For, he that fins az 
gainſt Light and Knowledge till he grows old. 
muſt needs be hardned in Sin, (if not given up 3 
4% 4 Reprobate Mind.) And if ſuch a Man is 
* fav'd, (to uſe the Doctor's Expreſſion) it is ra- 
ther a Miracle than a Prefident for us to 8 4 | 
| Joe 'Or , 
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For, if we defer our Repentante to a Deaths 
Bed, *tis a Thouſand to one but we are given 

to 4 Reprobate Mind, and (like the meaner 
ſinful Wretches the Doctor ſpeaks of.) die as 
ſtupidly as we lid. Not (as I ſaid before) 
that I think a Deatb-Bed Repentance impaſſible > 
For, Repentance being God's Gift, and God 
being a Sovereign Agent, he may give it where 
and when he pleafeth, or to whom he will; 
to one, and not to another, and at what Time 
he will; to one ſooner, to another later. He 
may give it to one early; in the Morning of 


his Days; to another late, and when his Sun is 


ſetting, (as was the D— 7 Caſe provideil he 


was a fincere Penitent.) And if the great Ma- 


ſter of the Vineyard ſhall call fome into it, not 
only at the Sixth or Ninth Hour, but even at 


the laſt Minute of the Eleventh Hour, what is 


chat to any one? Who ſhall call him to Ac- 
count for it ? For, he 1s not only a Sovereigu 


Agent, but an Almighty One; and can by his 
Power, and that in an Inſtant, remove all Hin- 


drances on the Creature's Part, and whatever 
might obſtruct his Work; and ſo with One 
Turn of an Omnipotent Hand, bring about the 


Heart of the moſt obdurate Sinner, work Re- 


pentance in the moſt unlikely Subject, and that 
too where there is moſt within to make Head 
againſt him, and reſift his Grate : So that I 
dare not ſay the D--- was not a true Penitent, 

or that a Death-Bed Repentance is wholly. im- 


Poſlible : For, Grace is an infuſed and ſuper- 


natural Habit, and the Power that works it 2 
_ ſupernatural and creating Power; and we are 


not to confine God in working his Grace to 


thoſe Methods whereby Men, acquire Natural 
or Moral Habits. Beſides, it may be for God's 
Honour "ſometimes, to give Repentance to dying 


Sinners; 


(22) 


Fiimers.;- the Honour of his Sovereignty and 


Free Grace, in ſhewing that he hath Mercy on 
whom he will; (Rom. iii. 18.) and that the deep- 
eſt Guilt, even of an old hardned Sinner, can- 
not hinder the Out-goings of his Grace and Mer- 


cy, and the Honour of bis Power, when it pre- 
vails over the moſt ſettled. Habits of Corrup- 
tion: Should Gad work only upon leſſer Sin- 


vers, on ſuch who are not ſo cenfirn'd, yn De- 
bauchery, (as the D. was) Man might be 
apt to think that he could not da it, and that 
Men's Luſts might be too hard for his Power, 
and ſo reflect on his OMNIPOTENCE x or to 
think he could not find in his Heart to da it, 
and ſo reflect upon his Mercy. 


But tho? for theſe Reaſons 1 dare 1 not ſay 


tbe D--- was not @ true Penitent in his laſt Sick- 
neſs, or that a Death-Bed Repentance is wholly. 
impoſſible, yet I do ſay, (which is .contrary., to. 
Dr. K s Aſertion) that *tis a greater Won- 
der to ſee Men of diftinguiſp*d Senſe and Judg- 


| ment repent on a Death-Bed, than *tis to ſee 


meaner ſinful Wretches repent then: I don't 
ſpeak this to encourage the meaner ſmful. Mireicbes 
to defer their turning to God; for tis a very 
dangerous thing for any Man (whether he be 


mean, or of more diſtinguiſbd Senſe, &c.) to run 


the Hazard of a Death-Bed: Repentance ; and 
the Hazard and Danger of this Neglect may. 
appear by the following Conſiderations. | 
1. That no Man (whether be be mean, or of 
more diſtinguiſs*d Senſe, &c.) knows the Time 
of his Death, any more than the Manner of it, 


or Means by which it ſhall be brought about. 
Qur Breath is in God's Hands, Dan. v. 23. No 
Man hath a Leaſe of his earthly Tabernacle, 


but is Tenant at Will to his great Landlord: 


Who knows when . ſhall die, or BOW 3 3 Whe- 


ther 


3 


(4) 
ther a natural Death, or a violent one? How 
many T. ay; oe wiforeſeen Accidents are Men ſubs 
je to? Not only Swords arid 'Axes-may. dif. 
patch them, but God can commiſſion Inſects 
and Vermin to be the Executioners of his Juſ- 
tice upon them. A great Prelate may be 
eaten dp of Mice, and a potent Prince devour d 
by Worms, A#s xii.' 23. And who doth not 
carry the Principles of his own Diſſolution per- 
petually within him? Death lies in Ambuſh in 
every Vein, in every Member, and none know 
when it may aſſualt them. It doth not always 
warn before it ſtrikes: If ſome Diſeaſes are 
chronical, others are acute and leſs lingring, 
and ſome are quick as Lightning, kill in an 
Inftant. Men may be well in one Moment 
and dead in the next. God ſhoots his Arrows at 
them, they are adden) wounded; Pal; bay. 
How © many are taken away not only in the 
midſt of their Days, but in the Midſt of their 
Sins? The luſting [/eaelites with the Fleſh be- 
tween their Teeth, Num. xi. 33˙ Julian (if 
Hiſtorians ſ peak Truth) with Blaſphemy in his 
Mouth. And how many frequently with the 
Wine i in their Heads? and ſome with a bore 
in their Arms. In ſuch Caſes, What Place, what 
Time for Repentance, for ſeeking it, for uſing 
eans to attain it, When they have not Room 
for ſo much as a Thought of it? 
Or ſuppoſe Men have Time and Warning 
giv ven them, that Death knocks” at the Door 
fore it enters and beſieges them, before it 
ſtorms them; that they lie by the Brink of the 
Grave before they fall into it: I ſay, ſup 1 
Time and Warning ſhould be thus granted to 
deſperate Sinners, (as bis a great Hazard whe- 
Der al, or SE 5 my _— want the Means of | 
25 _ {eo Archbiſhop of Ale. 
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Grace by .avhich Cod ordinarily corte, when he 


brings Men to Repentance i: Publick Ordi- 


nances in ſuch a Caſe. they cannot have, and 
tart ones they may not have: They may 
e done wich them that have the Tongue, of - 


te Learned to ſpeak a Mord in Seaſon, to them. 
fa. I. 4. They may lack Oyl, but have none 


that can tell xhem where they may buy it; none 
that underſtand the Nature of Repentance; none 


they may attain it. True indeed, God can 


work Repentance in Man, or any Grace, with- 
gut Means, by his immediate ower, or bi 
ſome extraordinary Means. (As was the Caſe of 
the D-. if he ſincerely repented:) For, Dr. 
K--- cells us, Inu bis Time. of Sickneſs be ſent 
for an eminent Prelate 10 bitt and affiſt Bp. 
— — in 4 ihe! e bim h e de. 


Ls i not = — eg Fore in 715 . 
pray to God heartily for tbe Pardon of t bem. 
But the God can thus work Repentance in Man 


dn a Dearh-Bed, by ſuch-ex47gerdinay Means as 
is here 


mention d, yet he never. promt ſed to, 
it 4 and... therefore -?tis) a bold pre 5 d 
tempting of him to expect he ſhould; : We 
God once ſtopp'd a Sinner (4 mean 9 aul 
in the midſt of his Career, hen not only vun: 
ning arvay from the Means of —— hut bid- 


ding Deßance to them, and converted; him in 


a miraculous: Way, % 4 Glori ic Light ſhirt 
abaut him, and the immediate Voice of 1 | 
to him, ſhal others hope for the like? .Live 
in Sin all their ee _ look for Converhon 
by a Miracle at laſt? | 
Thus I have 3 it ue chat Repen- | 


tance; — and . of * * Projent Time 


40 
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chat can inſtruct them in it, or direct them ho, 


wad” 


#4 Death Bet, is Matter of great Hazard and 
Uncertainty, and that tis mighty Odds if ever 


* ſuch @ one doth repent at all: A Dying Bed 
& *. Proves commonly too late; and very improper, for 


„ 
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- ©. Now the Difficulties of ſuch a Regantames 
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« this great and net 40 Duty of Repentante? : 
Times of Sickneſs and Weakneſs are uſually 
taken up with other Concerns; and attend 
ed with many inconvenient Circumſtances; 


which render Repentance very difficult at ſuch 


a Time; and at the beſt but doubtful and un 
certain. 


may ariſe either Firſt, from the Violence or 
Malignity of the Diſeaſe, which poſſibly may 


be of that Nature as to ſeize the Head, ſtu- 


pify the Brain; and take away the Uſe of the 


Senſes and Underſtanding, without which no 


Man is or can be capable of the leaſt A# of 
Repentance, nor of doing any thing towards 


it: And in ſuch a Caſe to reprnt is plainly 


impoſſible. | 
But 2. The Difficulties of this Duty ariſe 


moſt commonly from the Nature of ill Ha- 


Bits and bad Cuſtoms, which are not eaſily 


broken, or left off on a ſudden, nor yet new 
ones immediately planted and introduc'd in the 
Room thereof; for all Habits are produc'd by 


Acts, and therefore muſt be weaken'd by De- 
grees, and worn out by their Contraries : For 
which Reaſon *tis neceſſary that we accuſtom 


our ſelves to frequent Acts of Virtue, to 


wear out the Habits of Vice ; but then this 


requires conſtant Uſe and Practice, and ſome 


confiderable Length of Time for that Purpoſe ? 
Both which are commonly wanting to thoſe 
that are ſick and weak, and more eſpecially 
when "ee. are "—_— 


But 
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But to make the beſt of their Caſe, _ 
- © poſe they ſhou'd be willing to ſet about the 
© Duty of Repenting befor: they die, and may be 
< judged able to do ſomething towards it, ſome- 
thing like it, at ſuch a Time; yet no Man 
_ © living can judge of he Truth and Sincerity of 
'* ſuch @ Repentance, much leſs give the fick Per- 
* ſon any great Hopes of Comfort thereupon. 
© I am ſure we have no Warrant from God ſo 
© to do; there is no Promiſe made to ſuch late 
and dying Penitents. And to give any Hopes 
of Pardon without a Promiſe to ground ſuch 
Hopes upon, is not to comfort but flatter 
the Souls of Men and deceive them, to their 
utter Ruin and Diſappointment in the End'. 
Noto if a Death-Bed Repentance be thus ba- 
zardous as I have prov'd it is, ( from the late 
Remorſe of the D-—) what Madneſs was it in 
him, and other Libertines, to live in Whoredom 
all their Days, in Hopes to repent on a Death- 
Bed? For J have made it plain, that a Death- 
Bed Repentance is extraordinary hazardous. 
(r.) As no Man knows the Time of his Death, 
any more than the Manner of it, or Means by 
which it ſhall be brought about. (2.) I have 
prov'd it hazardous; that ſuppoſing Men might 
have Time and Warning given them, (which is 
.a Thing very uncertain) as they might want the 
"Means of Grace on a Death-Bed. Or, (3.) If 
they had both Time and the Means of Grace when 
they come to die, yet a Death-Bed Repentance is 
Further rendred extraordinary hazardous, as they 

may not then have a Heart to uſe them, 
Fin, By reaſon of Bodily Weakneſs, faint - 
ing of Natural Spirits, racking and tormenting 
Pains, which often afflict Men in ſuch a Caſe ; 
Theſe may blunt and dull Mens Minds, or diſtract 
them, and draw away the Intention of 3 
oy | rom 
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from other Things, and hold them only to the 


Conſideration of their preſent Anguiſh, Ho.]¾ 


unfit are Men for ſerious minding even of their 


. worldly Affairs, when under bodily Indiſpoſi- 


tions? And how much more then unfit for Spi- 


ritual Work ? When the Soul is wholly taken 
up with helping the Body (with which it ſym- 


E to bear its preſent Burden, it is ill at 


eiſure to think of Repentance, or indeed any 
thing elſe, but the Pains that it then endures; 


the Experience of which made the D— Ex- 


Hort others to repent and live better in Time 
6 of Health, telling them they would have a diffe- 
rent View of Things when they came to die 


And Secondly, A Death-Bed Repentance is | 
. rendred the more hazardous to OLD and 
DESPERATE SINNERS, by reaſon of contract. 


ed Hardneſs; and this ſeems to me to be he 


D Caſe, as he was a Man of diſtinguiſh'd 
Senſe and Fudgment, and yet liv'd in a known 


Sin a great Part of his Life. Men are natural- 


ly backward to Good, but much more when 


they are habituated to Evil; whether it be 10 


Ad of, Adultery, or any other ſcandalous Vice + 


For, the more inclined they. are to Evil, the 


* d 


more averſe they are to Good, and the more ac- 


cuſtemed they are to Sin, the more inclined 


they are to it. The D—s Practice of keeping of 
Miſſes for many Years, hardned his Heart, and 
ſtrengthened in him the ſinning Diſpoſition 3” 
and ſtill the longer Men continue in Sin, the 
ſtronger ſuch Diſpoſitions grow. Hence the 


Apoſtle's Advice to the Hebrews, Chap. iii. 13. 


Exhort one another -while it is called To-day, left | 
your Hearts be bardned through the Deceitfulneſs ' 
of Sin: Implying that that would en upon = 


I W ae in Sin. 28 
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Sin in its Minority is eaſily oppoſed ; at firſt ta 


reſiſt it requires not ſo much Labour; but there is 
no withſtanding when it has attained to Maturity. 
The Heights of Wickedneſs appear ſo mon- 
ſtrous at a Diſtance, to one that is but newly 


entring upon it, that he flatters himſelf he ſhall : 
never come thither : But after long Continuance . 


in it (which was the Ds Caſe) and ſuppreſ- 
ſing many Convictions; as the D--- did ; for, 
He decler'd himſelf fully conviuc d of the Truth 
and Excellency of the Chriſtian Religion 
violating our Vows and Reſolutions, after many 
Exaſions to ſhift off the Imputation, Apologies / 


to excuſe or leſſen it, Oaths and Execrations to 


deny it, a Man becomes ſtrangely alter'd ; He 
is nat what be was, but is inſenſibly brought 
more and more into the Snare of the Devil, 


who leads him Captive at his. Pleaſure; and ane 


Sin draws on another, and each of a more de- 
farmed Production than another, like the Ser- 
nts. of Africa, who, by their. promiſcuous 


pulations, have engender'd ſuch ſtrange and 
ugly Monſters as Nature never intended. bo- 


 fo.allews and licences: himſelf in the Practice of 


an one Sin, tho* he think it never ſo mall, [ 
(the? it be nat ſa heinaus as keeping af Miffes and 
defiling Marriage: Beds) that Man invol ves him- 
ſelf in a fatal Lind of Neceſſity to. admit of a 
Train to attain and ſupport it. Nor ought any 
Man, however great he may be, to expect that 
when he hath yialded himſeif up ta the Power 
of his Luſts, ill he come to die, it may not end 
in a final Impenitence and Unbelief. And there- 
fore *tis ſtrange that Dr. Kr ſhould tell us, 
* That a late Repentance rarely happens. but in 
Men of diſtinguiſh\d Senſe: aud Fudgment ; *: for 
when Men have liv'd in the Fractice of Sin all. 

2 See his Fu nern Sermon, p. 13, 16. | 
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their Days, and their natural Diſpoſition to Sin 
is heightned into an Habit, it is not ſtrange if 
they be much more averſe to the contrary Good: 

Fhere's ſo little Hopes that Men that thus ſin 
againſt Light and Knowledge ſhowd (as Dr. K--- 
expreſſes it) Awake out of their Dream of Sin, (as 
he ſays they commonly do) that *tis ſtrange (na 
I may add a Miracle) if they ever repent at all: 
And tho” Dr. K — is of another Opinion — 
, Reſpet? to tha Men of diſtinguiſ#d Senſe and Fudg- 
men yet whilſt Fer. xiii. 23. is to be found b 
the Word of God, F ſhall take the liberty to 
diſſent᷑ from him; for - *tis there expreſly ſaid, 
How can you that are accuſtomed to do evil, learn 
to do well? If one groſs Sin in a Believer may 
ſo debilitate and enfeeble thoſe gracious Diſpo- 
ſitions that were before in him, as to unfit him 
for, and deaden him to Spiritual Duties, to what 
a2 Superlative Hardneſs may a hundred and a hun- 
dred repeated Acts of WII TVI ADULTERY (F 
mean Adultery committed againſt Eight and Know-" 
ledge,)' bring Se Heart of a Carnal Man? And: 
to what, not rev only Averſeneſs to any Good, but 
Confirmedneſs in all Evil? Which made Bucer 
ſay, If we yield up ourſelves to our Luſts, a new" 
Guilt is contracted, which is by | a'new-particular 
Repent ance aud Remiſſion to be blotted out And 
for this Reaſon, tis a Thouſand to One if they: 
ever repent at all, (as I ſaid before) that defer 
their Repentance to. a Death-Bedi 
But tho? a Death- Bed Repentance is bazard⸗- 
ous to all, yet tis much more hazardous to the” 
Ms oß Jifinguiltd Senſe and Fragment, &c. has 
Tic tu ib meaner fiuful Wretches, 

Fhere is a Generation of Men whoſe ew are 
moſtly ffuid on the dark Sides and Blemiſhes of 
their Brethren, and chuſe to repreſent them to 
"a Tra pe 8 once might find 

them 


wa) 


them to be in Tome particular Circumſtance of 
their Lives; concerning ſuch I ſhall ſay no more 
than that there are in the World ſuch Things to 
be found as Envy, Pride, Detraction, Evil ſur- 
mizing, Malice, and Rancour, &c. which like 
Smoak'is always driven upon the faireſt Faces: 
But this is not the Caſe here, we are not offended © 
at the great Character Dr. K gave of the D 
of D——, for he was 4 noble Patriot (a true + 
Lover of his Country,) and in that Senſe juſtly 
deſerv'd it: But that which gives Offence is, 
that the Doctor ſays nothing (or very little) of 
the great Hazard the D--- (in particular) run in 
his Referring his Repentance to Old Age, and a 
Death-Bed; whereas the D---'s ApuLTERIES 
calPd for a loud Caution to others, (eſpecially 
to the Men of Quality that keep Miſſes) and for 
the greateſt Abhorrence : And how that cou'd 
be without once naming the Adulteries I do not 
well underſtand. *Tis true, Dr. X- plainly 
diſcovers the Hazard all Men run that defer their 
their Repentance to a Death-Bed, (proving it a 
fort of Miracle if they repent then) but does not 
once argue the Hazard they run from: tbe late 
Remorſe of the D---. But he was a D- and a 
Great Man, and the Doctor choſe rather to ar- 
gue the Hazard of a Death- Bed Repentance fram 
the being ſav*d ſo as by Fire, from a Plank after 
Shipwreck, (for ſo he calls a late Repentance) 
rather than from the late Remorſe of a Peer, 
whoſe Adulterous Life was a public Scandal: But 
tho? the Doctor does not argue the Hazard: of 
a late Repentance from the Inſtance of that Great 
Man who then lay dead before bim, and conſe- 
quently wou d have the more affected his Hear- 
ers; yet I muſt do him that Juſtice to ſay, that 
this was not through any Forgetfulneſs; for the 
Doctor was ſo N that * late — 7. 


E 
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tbe D--- was a Subject that led him to warn others 


of the Hazard of a late Repentance, that he 


concludes his Sermon with theſe Words, Let 
© us timely repent, and prove our Repentance 


us ſerve God, [meaning I ſuppoſe in the Time 
of our Health] and ſave our Souls by Divine 
Grace, and the Merits of Chriſt Feſus. Amen. 

Now I ap 1 to the whole World that are 
not afraid to ſpeak the Truth of a Great Man, 
* (becauſe be's a 22 or a Lord) if thus gently 
rubbing or rather varniſhing over the D---? 8 


C 


DULTERIES, by a Concealment of them, is 
not an Encouragement to the Men of Quality 


« that keep Miſſes, to continue in the like Prac- 
tices : For, the Doctor was fo far from telling 
his Hearers the great: Hazard the D--- run in 
deferring his Repentance to a Death-Bed, that 


he plainly tells them, © The meaner finful Wretches 


© are commonly given up to a Reprobate Mind, 


and die as ſtupidly as they lib d; while the no- 
ger and brighter Parts, &c. (if they are al-. 


* lowed the Benefit of Sickneſs) commonly awake 
out of their Dream of Sin, and reflect and look 
© upward, &c. 


But now (if inſtead of thus gently touching 


the ſore Place, if inſtead of thus ſnoothing over 
the D---'s Whoredoms) had Dr. X. told the 


the World, (as Mr. Parſons did at the Lord 


Rocheſter's F uneral) © That he was one of the 
greateſt of Sinners; (for are not Ad ED ApuL- 
E RE RS ſuch?) That be had indeed great Skill 
in Languages, was a trug Fudge in Hiſtory, 
a Gritick in Poetry, and had a Spirit that was 
continually improving his Fudgment in them, 
*. * But his Sins were like his Parts, (for 


from 
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This is Dr. 2 Charadter of the D==, 


* 


our Reformation. If poſſible, let all our Infir- | 
mities die before us, and be buried with us: Let 
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from them corrupted they ſprang) all of ther 


* high and extraordinary *. | 
Had Dr. K--- told his Hearers, (as My. Par- 


ons did) that the D--- ſeem'd to affect ſome- 


thing ſingular and paradoxical in his ADI TR - 


R125, above the Reach and Thought of other 


Libertines. | | 

That he was very profuſe in ſome of his lewd 
Amours; that he ſpar'd neither Time, nor Coſt, 
to compals his Deſires, and to heighten his Luſt; 


that he rook as much pains to tempt and debauch 


Mrs., and to corrupt the Chaſtity of others, 


as other Men do for the ſaving their Souls. And. 


this was the heightning and amazing Circum- 


ſtance of his Whoredoms, that he wou'd corrupt 


either Maid or M. that he luſted after. 
Had Dr. K. given 4 Catalogue of the D--'s 

Illegitimate Children; had he told his Hearers 
of the Thouſand. Pound he gave to the L—y 
— to betray her own Daughter to his Ap ul 
TEROUS ARMS, how many Baſtard Children he 
had by her, and how cold and indifferent ke 
grew to her (he a Woman of great Beauty) for 


the ſake of an AZreſs, he had ſaid nothing but 
what all K—— (and many in London) can war⸗ 


rant for Truth. 
- Had Dr. K--- told his Hearers, that the D--- 
was ſo confirm'd in theſe Adv.T#zRrIts; that 


his whole Life (ill he came to his Death-Bed) 


was ſtain'd with Uncleanneſs; or if at any Time. 
he had ſome Lucid Intervals from his beloved 
Sin of Whoring, as he ſeem'd to have when 
Lord -— beg'd him; 0 apply himſelf more. 
io @ religious and virtuous Courſe of | Life (tot 
* r. Doctor tells us, he receiv*d thoſe Words with 
a Flood of Tears,”) yet they were ſo ſhort, and 
. that the thoſe Words mads 
— Was 
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the Play-houſe; (I mean Mrs. C 
doating on her to that Degree; as to erett a Tomb 4/1 


3 * 

Was but as a Morning Cloud, and as the ny 

Dew; that he ſtill return'd to the ſame Exce 

of Riot, and that with ſo much the more Greedi - 

neſs, the longer he had faſted from it. J 
In a Word; had Dr. K--- told his Hearers, 

that the Adultery which the D--- lived in for 


many Years, was a Capital Crime, that there wag 


a great Theft in it, '(while the Child of a Stran- 
ger carries away the Goods or Lands of a Family) 
that 'tis a Sin ſtrikes at the very Sinew, Heart 
and Life of the Marriage Knot, and diſſolves 
it; and as a Proof of this, had the Doctor ag- 
avated his Lewdneſs with Miſs 


ifs 'C—7, (for a D— that whores ſhou'd 
have no more Complement made to his Sin than 


another Man,) but more eſpecially had he la- 


mented his having Baſtards when he had one 
Foot in the Grave: Had he expos'd his heinous 
and many ADbulLlTERIES, he had convinc'd his 


Hearers that his Miniſterial Office had ſet him 


above Flatfery. 


But aboye all, (except his being a Dion '4 
atone for that ſenſeleſs I horedom of loving a dead 
Strumpet) he ſhou'd have detected and lamented: 


his men Adultery of tempting an Actreſs out of 


to her Memory. 
But ſeeing the D. erected a Tomb to perpe- 


' + ruate the Memory of a lewd Strumpet, (or in 


pPalainer Words, 7o perpetuate bis Sin and Shame; 
; for a Temb erected to a Harlot's Memory is no 
| hetter) I'Il here inſert the Latin Epitaph the D- 
Order'd to be ſet on his Miss Tomb, with a brief 


lecount of her Life and Funeral, as *twas fent to 


me in the following Letter. 
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Chebam, Fay, ac 20, 1706. 


$12, 


' Latin Epitaph, which the D. of 5 
order-d to be ſet on the Tomb-ſtone of A. Cu, 


his beloved Miſi) came to me the 18th Inſtant; 


upon the Receipt whereof I went immediately 


to , and have ſeen the Tomb of Mrs. 7 i 
Chan 


C It ſtands in the Middle of 
cel, built of Free Stone, Black Marble, and Ala- 


bafter ; and I have ſent you the Latin Epitaph 


here encloſed. 


On the Weſt End. next the 8 ſtand? 


thoſe five Lines which are ſet above the other; f 
the. other eigbteen ſtand on the Eaſt End, next 


the Chancel Window, and the three Letters 
Her Father *tis 
id here was the D--*s Servant, and ſhe was an 


G. D. D.] ſtand under them. 
Attreſs in the Play-houſe, but was no great Beauty. 


There was nothing ſet on the Coffin as I can hear 
of, and her Burial was a ſort of Secret; for it 
was a private Funeral, and but one Coach with. 


the Hearſe. | 
Sir, I ſhall only add, if owl * ſo . as 
to ſend me the Englifo of the Latin Epitaph, 


vou will very _ oblige Him who is 


Durs to C ommand, 


N. G. 


the Latin «Epitaph (enclos'd in the foregoing Let- 


ter) that was ſet on the Tomb-ſtone of Miſs 
27 27 n, (by. the Order of W — 
Bee ) was this following, viz. 
Fe. Requieſcit a * 
Pars Mortalis Mz. Az; Cr? 
Odiit 19. Maij Ao. MDCCVT. 
Etat. 1 


12 


19. 
Quod ſupereſt ex altera parte 3 
Formam . 


o e Was 2 
S/N F727 9 


OUR Letter (defiring me to. ſend you EY 


HOY 


+ 
* , 
* 
2 N 
? * 
44 44 
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2 
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Formam Egregiam & Muris Illecebris Ornatam 
Virtutes animi ſuperarant. | 
Plebejam Genus (ſed honeſtum) = 
N obilitate morum decoravit. = 
Supra ætatem ſagax. | 
Supra ſortem (præſertim egenis) benigna. -- 
Inter ſcenicos ludos bo quibus aliquandiu 1 ver- 
ſata eſt) 
Verecunda, & intemerata.' 
Poſt quatuor menſium languorem, 
(A Febri Hecticà correpta) 
Intempeſtivam Mortem 
Forti pectore, & Chriſtiana pietate ſubivit. 
Humanitate preditis 
bau mentem Mortalia tangunt) 
; Flebilis, | 
Amicis heu ! flebilior. 
Dilectifimis Reliquijs ſacrum 
Ten hunc poni curavit 
G. D. D. 


The Ame in ENGLISH. 


Here lies 

Te Mortal Part of Mrs. A. 8 
She dy'd the 19th of May, 1706. 

In the Nineteenth Tear of ber Age. 
For what remains ſeek on the other Side. 
| Th Virtues of her Mind excell'd the Beauties of ber 
Body, that was adorn'd with ſo many Charms. 
She; ſet off her mean (but honeſt) Parentage | 
By the Nobleneſs of her Behaviour. 

She was wiſe above her Years. 
She Was above her Fortune ( eſpecially to the dark 
very Bountiful, _ 
4. 2 Playbouſe (where ſhe ſometimes afted) | 
1988 . The Was modeſt and untainted . 97 5 

| 24 „ 25 
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Aſter ber Four Months Illneſs 

(Being taken with a Hefick Fever! 5 

With a firm Confidence and Chriſtian Piety 

, She ſubmitted to her untimely Fate. 

A Perſon to be lamented (if any thing that is 
Mortal can affect the Mind) by all Perſons that 
are indw'd with Humanity; and by ber Friends 

much -more to be Lamented. 

Upon her Beloved Remains W— D--- of D=. 

Caus'd this Stone to be put, 
As Sacred to her Memory. 


This Epitaph which the D--- order'd to be 
ſet on the Tomb-ſtone of A- Comn—_, 
beloved Miſs) ſhews he was arriy*d to the big. | 
eft Step in Debauchery : for he riot only. tempted 
this young Woman ( for the Epitaph ſays. 15 
died in ber 19th Year ) out of the Playhoufe to 
lewd Embraces, but after her Death he ſo far 
doats on her very Aſhes as to cauſe this very 
Epitaph to be ſet on her Tomb, to perpetuate 
her Memory; for the Epitaph concludes thus 
pon ber beloved Remains [G. D. D. ] caus 7 
this Stang to be put, as Sacred to her Memory 
*Tis true, he is ſo modeſt as to. order a Latin 
Epitaph (being aſhamed to magnify the imaginary 
Virtues of a kept Miſs, in a Language the Pa- 
riſpioners underſteod) and to ſubſcribe it with on 
ly the initial Letters of his Title; for he only 
ſays [G. D. D. ] caus'd this Stone to be put, as 
Sacred to her Memory. From whence 1 infer, 
that Love to a Whore, in the greateſt Man, is 
forc'd to ſneak under a Covert; whereas chaſt 
and honeſt Love may be boldly own'd with our 
Names -at Length. Sure I am, this paying, a 
Reſpect to the-Aſhes of a Kzer Miss is a 
enatchleſs Piece of Adultery; for tis 4 ſort of 
Fornicating with q dead Boch ; which 1 is ſuch a 
'- ſenſeleſs 


(37) 


ſenſeleſs (or imaginary) Piece of Uncleannefs 
as has no Parellel : And therefore tis. ſtrangs 
that Dr. K--- could take ſuch particular Notice 
of the Inſcription the D. order'd to be ſet op 
his own Monument, and not lament that Latin 


Epitaph which the D--- order'd ſhould SHINE: 


(to uſe the Doctor's Word) on his Miſs's Tomb. 

If the D--- (inſtead of ſetting an Epitaph upon 
the Grave of a lewd Woman) had ſer a Remon- 
ſtrance againſt her Whoredom ; it he had in the 
ſaid Remonſtrance taken Shame to himſelf. for 
- debauching ſo young a Woman as A--- C—, 

and for aught he knew ſending her Soul to Hell: 


IT fay, if he had done this inſtead of Erecting a | 


Tomb to perpetuate the Virtues of bis Kept Mifs, 
he had acted like a true Penitent, and had done 


what had been-much to his Honoer: But in- 


ſtead of this, he makes her Tomb diſplay the 
imaginary Virtues of her Mind. His Epitaph 
calls her Pious, Bountiful, Modeſt, Wiſe, &c. tho? 
being'a Man of diſtinguiſÞ'd Senſe, he cou*d not 
but know they that commit Adultery are. all 
Fools, and that the Harlot's Houſe is the Way 
10 Hell. But the D--- never conſider'd himſelf 
as an old Sinner, and that Grey Heirs were up- 
on him; or if he had, I have that Charity to 
think, he would ſooner have choſe to have done 
Pennance (that is, food in a white Sheet ) in 
L 
interr'd) than have caus'd a Stone to be put 'as 
Sacred to her Memory, who had been Pariner 
with him in ſo much Lewdneſs. 
Now as theſe ſcandalous Adulteries were all 
: 10 notorious and openly known, ſo his Repen- 
tance for them Would have been as Pu BLick, 
vid thereforb how Dr. X — could aſſert . He 
dh faund in à full Diſpoſition to make his Peace 
6 4, 27 Goa, that he was troubled, very much 3; 
| 0 7 4 


s Church, (where his beloved Miſs was 


OSS : Vang "tb ; — 
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Jed for the Lateneſs of his Repentance, which 
© be boped was ſincere z that be ſeemed at loſt 
© to have obtained his Deſire of being in Peace 
' E. wvith God ; that when his Hour of Departure 
*, cume, be fell aſleep nat meerly like an Ancient 
* Roman, but rather like a good Chriſtian*, I 
fay, how all this could be ſaid of an Aged Adul- 
zerer, who did not (or the Doctor conceals it) 
give Order that his Repentance might be made 
as Publick as his Whoredoms, I don't well un- 
derſtand; for ſure I am, He that. is troubled, 
very much troubled (as the Doctor | expreſſes. it) 

ng the Lateneſs of his Repentance, will (where 
his Whoredoms are as publickly known as the 
D---'s were) be as zealous to confeſs and pro- 
claim his Adulteries, as he is ſincere in repenting 
of them. Such a Man, if his Reaſon be ſound 
and clear to the laſt, he being converted himſelf, 
will do all he can to bring others to Jeſus, of 
the Thouſands whoſe Death we have ſeen or heard, 
what one Perſon, tho' never ſo much beſatted, 
ever recommended a debauch'd Life to thoſe 
that ſtood about him ready to gather his laſt 
Breath ? No, the D- himſelf, on his Death- 
Bed, © Exborted others to repent and live better 
* in Time of Health, and told them they would 
* bave a different View of Things when they came 
© to die. Then what Advantage have we of 
living after great Sinners, and obſetving in their 
Hiſtory, that however wickedly they liv'd, they 
dy'd (or ſeem'd to die) Piouſly; When a great 
Whoremaſter is once converted, . (whether it be 
in: his Health, or ona Death-Bed ) he finds ſo 
much true Pleaſure and Satisfaction in mortify- 
ing the Deeds of the Fleſh, and in living a pi- 
ous and chaſt Life, that he/ would fain carry 
ev'ry Body to Heaven PIN MN _ er 
. W 4 * 


(30) 


Zut ſeeing Examples are more convincing 
than theſe Remarks, ſee this verified in thoſe 


Two great Sinners, (and as great Penitents) Sir 
Duncomb Colcheſter and the Earl of Rocheſter. 
The true Converſion of the firſt appear'd by his 
leading a New Life after a Fit of Sickneſs that 


was thought mortal. For He recovered, and 
lid d like a true unfeigned Chriſtian Convert. 
And tho? the other did not recover, yet his ſin- 

cere Converſion appear'd by his Publick Repen- 


tance, (or Dying Remonſtrance to his Fellow- 


Sinners.) Had Dr, K— preach'd the Funeral 
Sermon for either of theſe Penitents, he muſt (or 
the World would have cry'd Shame) have expos'd 
their Adulteries at another Rate than he did 
thoſe of the D—, for their fincere Repentance 
was made publick even by themſelves. That' 


of Sir Duncomb Colcheſter was publiſhed in his 
Life-Time, in We#bury-Church, and in theſe 
Words. „ | | 


Gentlemen and Friends, 


Se it hath pleaſed Almighty God, of his 


great and undefery'd Mercy and Goodneſs, 

to bring me, one of the Chiefeſt of Sinners, by 
a long and ſharp Viſitation, to a Senſe of 
my Sins (for which with all Humilicy of 
Soul I adore and praiſe him) it is a Duty TI 
know incumbent on me, as ever I hope for his 
Pardon and Forgiveneſs, to do what in me lies 
to bring Honour to his Holy Name, to make 
Reparation for the Miſchief I have done by my 
former vicious Life, and antidote (as far as I can) 
the Poyſon which my Example has ſhed round 
about me. In order whereunto I do hereby 
declare, that I am heartily ſorry for all the Sins 
of my paſt Life; the Remembrance whereof, 
however pleaſant they formerly ſeem'd to be, 
18 
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is now Grief and Bitterneſs to my Soul. More 
articularly, that I may take Shame to my ſelf, 
do with the deepeſt Sorrow lament my Rioting 
and Drunkenneſs, my Chambering and Waitton- 
n, thoſe daring and preſumptuous Sins, which 
had ſo long Dominion over me. Ido alſo hear- 
tily lament that great Sin, which I was ſo fre- 
quently guilty of, encouraging, and drawing o- 
 thers. to Exceſs; which has made me Partaker 
(O fad Thought!) of other Mens Sins, and 
liable to anſwer for more than mine own, Sc. 
And as I abhor my ſelf for all my great Sins 
and Provocations againſt an Infinite Majeſty, 
ſo I do farther hereby declare my full Purpoſe 
and. Reſolution, if it ſhall pleaſe Almighty God 
to reſtore me to Health, Sc. to lead a New 
Life, in all Holy Obedience to his Will and 
Commands; and deſire that this Declaration of 
mine, if I fail to do ſo, may be produc'd as a 
Teſtimony againſt me, to my Shame and Re- 
proach. But ſince my Recovery is very uncertain, 
Sc. I do hereby earneſtly warn and beſeech all 
Sinners, eſpecially-thoſe whom my Example has 
at any time encouraged, &c. to repent of all 
their Sins and Provocations, leſt God's Ven- 
geance overtake them in their Security, and 
there be no Remedy, Sc. — ee eee 
e 5 Duncomb Colcheſter, 


And the Lord Rochester (which Preſident Dr. 
K— ought to have followed in the Sermon he 
preach'd at the D-=-'s Funeral) was full as de- 
firous as Sir Duncomb Colcheſter, to have his 
lewd and adulterous Life laid open to the World ; 
for He commanded me [fays Mr. Parſons his 
« Chaplain] topreach abroad, and let all Menknow 
© (if they knew it not already) how ſeverely God 
© bas diſciplin d him for his Sins, by his affliet- 

; We WEL 11 


3 is. 
15 


2 


Fam | Hand; j - that bis Sufferings were maſt jufti 


ae truly penitent ) he was for having the 


1 


8 | 2 he bad laid Ten Thouſand Times more upon 
« him; hop be had laid one Stripe upon another; 
+ becau e of. his grievous Provocations, till he 
& bad brought him home to himſelf :* And as the 
Lord Rocheſter own'd himſelf a gre! Sinner, ſo 


know. it, in the following Remonſtrance 
to his Fellow Sinners; which he ſigned on a 


| Death-Bed. 
[The Ear! = Rocheſter s Dying Remonſtrance. 


Fe R the Benefit of all thoſe whom 1 


have drawn into Sin by my Example 
and Encouragement, I leave to the World 
this my Loft Declaration; which I deliver in 


< the Preſence of the Great God, who knows 


* the Secrets of all Hearts, and before whom 1 


am nam appearing to be judg d. 
That from the Bottom of my Soul I de- 


b ek and abhor ihe whole Courſe of my former 


\ % Sat % 


t wicked, Life ; ; that I think I can never ſuſh- 


c  ciengly admire the Goodneſs of God, who has 


2 2 


* given: me 4 lively Senſe of my pernicious O- 


© pinions and vile Practices, by which I have 
Go. hitherto liv*d without Hope, and without God 


in the World ; have been an open Enemy to 


© Jeſus Chriſt, doing the utmoſt Deſpite to the 


Holy Spirit of Grace; and that the greateſt 


*& Teſtimony of my Charity to ſuch, is to warn 


them in the Name of God, and as they re- 
* gard the Welfare of their immortal Souls, no 
more to deny his Being, or his Providence, 
or deſpiſe his Goodneſs 3. „ no more to make 
a Mock of Sin, or cogtemn the pure and ex- 
cent Religion « of my. ever bleſſed Redeem- 
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* er, thro' whoſe Merits alone, I, one of the 


_ greateſt of Sinners, do yet hope _ Mercy 
and F orgiveneſs. Amen. 
7. Rocheſter. 


i A here . 


- The Dying Remon- 


ſtrance of James Fagl of F Aarberg. and Sir 


Aan Broderick, who were great Sinners; but 


being as great Penitents, were both (like Sir 


Duncomb Colcheſter and the Lord Rocheſter ) for 
divulging and lamenting their former Wicked- 
neſs; and I perſuade my ſelf, could theſe Sin- 
ners of Quality have thought that the Miniſter 
who preach'd their Funeral Sermon, would have 


Jmooth'd over their vile Adulteries with only 


ſaying (as Dr. K--- and Mr. G-— did of the 


D---) * That their Lives had ſome Mixture of 


Allay — That they were not out of the Reach of 
* Frailty, &c. They would all have ſaid, O 
Sir, when you preach our Funeral Sermon, dowt 
extenuate our Sins in the leaft, for we are all 
grieved, heartily grieved for the Diſhonour we 


have done to God by our Whoredom, Swearing, 


Druntenneſs, Injuſtice, Gaming, Sabbath-break- 
ing, and heartily wiſh that our Heads were Waters, 
and our Eyes were a Fountain of Tears, that we 
might weep Day and Night for our great and 
ſcandalous Sins: O Sir, you live in a lewd and 


debaucbd Age, and as we have belp'd to make it 


the worſe, when you are in the Pulpit cry aloud 
againſt it, deſire the Hearers (but more eſpecially 


our old Companions in Wickedneſs) to take Exam- 


ple by us, to be ſerious in the Matter of their eter- 
nal Concernments before they be made Examples 
themſelves. O Sir, call our Adulteries and ſcan- 
dalous Sins by their right Names, ſpare not to tell 


The Flock of which the Holy a hath made 


you 


1 


you Overſeer, of their great Impieties ; and let 


our Companions in Evil know, that what vain 
Thoughts foever Men may, in the Heat of their 
Youth and Luſt, entertain of Religion,. they will 
ſooner or later feel a Teſtimony God hath given it in 
every Man's Breaſt, which will one Day make them 
ſerious, either by the inexpreſſible Fears, Terrors 
and Agonies of a troubled Mind, or the inconceiv- 
able Peace, Comfort, and Foy of a good Con- 
ſcience, &c. 
Now, (as I faid before) I think no Man can 
doubt but theſe great Penitents before-mention'd 
wou'd have their moſt ſcandalous Vices known 
at their Funerals, that ſeriouſiy weigh their Dy- 
ing Remonſtrance. 
For, firſt, James Earl of 8 pro- 
claim'd himſelf a great and ſcandalous Sinner, 
and a little before his Death advis'd his Friends 
and Relations to be ſerious in the Search after 
the Will of God in his Holy Word; as appears 
by two Penitential Letters which he ſent to Sir 
| Hugh Pollard and to Mr. Glaſcock. I ſhall not 
touch upon any irreligious Principles or Prac- 
tices, that were as Stains in his Life, ſince he 
hath by his own noble Pen, (in the two fore- 
mention d Letters) acknowledg'd them, and b 
his moſt exemplary Repentance waſh*d them off. 
Mr. Turner aflures us, * that both the Letters 
had a happy Influence on the Lives of the twa 
. Perſons to whom they were ſent. And indeed 
they were both mix'd with ſuch an Air of ſin- 
cere Penitence, they cou'd ſcarce miſs, of con- 
verting the Perſons to whom directed. In the 


Farl's Letter to Sir Hugh Pollard are theſe Words, 
Sir, I will not ſpeak aught of the Vanity of this 


« Warld, 2 own 3 and Experience will ſave 
10 G 


2 | «* the 


we In his 2 5 of Remarkable Providences, p. 164. 


(4) 
£ the Labour : But there is a certain thing th 
goes up and down in the World calbd Rx Li wg 
+ dreſsd and preſented fantaſtically; and to pur- 
75 bad enough, which yet by fuch evil Dealing 
ſeth not its Being. The preat and good God 
3 bath not left it without a N inge more or leſs, 
* ſooner or later, in every Man's Baſom, to direls 


us. in the Purſuit of it, &c. T confeſs to G and 


© you, T have been à great Neplefter, and 1 
a Deſpiſer of Gods Word, (God of bis infinite 
* Mercy pardon me that dreadful Fault ) but when 


9 retirid myſelf from the Noiſe and deceitful Va- 


© ities of the World, I found not true Comfort in 


* any other Reſolution than what J had from 


. thence. T commend the ſame, from the Bottom 
_ © of my Heart, to your (T hope happy )Uſe. Dear 

Sir Hugh, let us be more generous than to he- 
eve we die like m_ that periſh; but with a 
* Cbriſtian, Manly, rave Ambition, Tet us look 
to wbat is Eternal, &c.* - And in his Let- 
ter to Mr. @laſcotk, this noble Penitent has theſe 
a Dear Coufin, I. fr earneſtly beg 


od Almighty's Pardon and yours, for the very 
* bad Examples, and many Provocations to Sin 1 


© have zj ven you, Next T do moft heartily defire 
vou to make uſe of your remaining Time, in be- 
© flowing it upon bis Service, who andy can be your 
Comfort at rhe latter End, when all the former 


8 Pleaſures of your Life ſoall onlh leave Anguiſh, 
and Remorſe. If God had ſpar d my Life, in- 


Head ef this Paper, I cou d, through his Grace, 
* bave endeavour'd to have been as aſhtful to you, 
in minding you of true Piety, as the Care of mine 
© own Life cow'd have enabled me. Dp not think 
* that melancholy Vapours cauſe this : It is GotP's 


© great Mercy, that by this Employment bath made 
mne KnOW + myſelf , for Which his Name be for ever 


— ? 
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2. Sir Alan Broderick, a Gentleman of extra · 
ordinary Learning and Accompliſhments, did 
own with much Contrition, that a long Scene 9 

df his Life had been acted in the Sports and Fol- 
Ties of Sin; yet Tome Years before his Death, . = 


the Bent and Tendency of his Life and Actions | 4 
was Devout and Religious. He was no ſooner ' 
converted, but he did freely and publickly own 1 
how lewg and vile he had been. "The new Birth ! 
in him was accompany'd with many Pangs and -- 
Efforts of great Conſideration, during the Firm- 

neſs of his Bodily Health, and much tranſcend- 

ing the low Nature of poor Death-bed Repentances, 

which are ſo juſtly ſuſpected by our practical Di- 

vines of all Perſuaſions. Sir Alan having much 
ſtudy id the Nature of Repentance, he wouꝰd fre- 
quently complain, that he bad a great Fealouſy i 
F upon himſelf left be had not yet conceiv'd an Hor- | 
© ror anſwerable to his paſt Exorbitances of Life. ! 

He wau'd often ſay, (ſo ſincerely and publickly "8 
did he repent of his wicked Life) that if tbe 
F entting 7 one of his Hands with the other were 

But à Proper or likely Way, thro the Anguifh of 
. fach a Found, to give him a ju Horror for 
© his Sins, he wor'd to that as willingly as ever 

"+ He did any Action that had given him the greateſt 
Pleaſure of bis Life. He alſo ſaid, that by 
6 the Grace uf God he had ſuch a Senſe of the Folly 
* und Unreaſonableneſs of Sin, that no Arg Hb. 
* or Temptation whatever ſhou 2 prevail tes him 
© to do the like again 

It is not only Perſons of lewd and debauch'd 
Princi ples, (ſuch as the Earl of Marlborough, 

the Las Rocheſter, Sir Duncomb Colchefter, and 

Sir Alon Broderick, when once they repent in 

earneft, are willing to make their Repenrance as 

poblicka as their Lives were ſcandalous Bui 555 

| cls 


(45) 
Men of a ſober and ebaſte Life, and of eminent 
Learning, when they think ſome Error or Frailty 
of theirs has miſ-led others, have (to ſhew their 
ſincere Repentance) been willing (publickly) to 
diſcover their Abhorrence of them. 

Thus Reader, you ſee, by the publick Repen- 
tance of thoſe great Sinners, the Earl of Marl- 
borough, the Lord Rocheſter, Sir Duncomb Col- 
cheſter, and Sir Alan Broderick, that when Men 
are truly converted, whoſe Lives have been openly 
ſcandalous, they will not only confeſs their Ex- 
travagance in their Life · time, but will have their 
very Funeral Sermons ring aloud of their vile 
Practices; for my Lord Rocheſter (as I hinted 
before) © commanded Mr. Parſons, his Chaplain, 
to preach abroad, and let all Men know what a 
« lewd Sinner be Bad Been. And Mr. Parſons 
was faithful in obſerving my Lord's Requeſt ; 
for in his Preface to his Puneral Sermon he there 
. ſays, © If ever there were a Subject that might de- 
' © ſerve and exbauſt all the Treaſures of Religious 

© Eloquence, in the Deſcription of ſo great a Man, 
© and ſo great a Sinner as now lies before us; to- 

gether with the Wonders of the Divine Goodneſs, 
in making bim as great a Penitent; I think the 
© preſent Occaſion affords one as remarkable as any 
Place or Age can produce: And tis the good Ti- 
< dings of that, eſpecially what God has done for 
his Soul, that I am now to publiſh, and tell 
© abroad to. the World, not only by the Obliga- 
© tions of mine Office, in which I had the Honour 
© to be a weak Miniſter to it, but by his own ex- | 
< preſs and dying Commands. 

Now let us peruſe the Sermon ch at the 

Ds Fune , to ſee if he follows the Exam- 
ple of this great Penitent, to command his Chap- 
lain to preach abroad, and tet all _—_ know whar 
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4 Jewd Sinner be bad been; to ſee if Dr. K= 


' © condemns. his ADuLTERIEs, his keeping of 


« Miſſes, and other Lewaneſs, with the ſame 
Courage and Bluntneſs Mr. Parſons deſcribes 
the debauch'd Life of the Lord Rocheſter, or as 
thoſe great Penitents, Marlborough, Colcheſter, 
and Broderick expoſe theirs. No, he does not; 
for I have read his Sermon over and over, and 
find Dr. K is ſo far from telling his Hearers 
| what a great Libertine the D= had been, that 
he expoſes all the Blots and Whoredoms of his 
whole Life, in no harſher Manner than ſaying, 
He eſcaped the Taint of Mr. Hobb's Scheme, 
* tending to eftabliſh unlimited Power. Oh (adds 
© the Doctor) if he had been as happily preſeryd 
from all others [| meaning I ſuppoſe his many 
Adulteries, tho' he does not call 'em by that 
Name; (as if his being a D— had chang*'d the 
Nature of Whoredom, or leſſewd the Sin) whereas 
by the Doctor's Leave, when our Nobles and 
Gentry make uſe of their Power and Riches to 
be more vicious than others, and give bad in- 
ſtead of good Examples, they are (as I hinted 
in my Preface to theſe Sheets) © as much more 
guilty than others as they are higher than they. 
Mr. Parſons thought ſoz and therefore in his 
Sermon at the Lord Rocheſter's Funeral, tells his 
Hearers, No Man will charge him with Flat- 
© tery, in deſcribing the Birth and Quality of that 
great Man, ſince (ſays he) I intend only to ſhew 
© the Greatneſs and Unhappineſs of his Fully, in 
© the perverting ſo many excellent Abilities and 
*' Advantages for Virtue and Piety in the Service 
© of Sin, and ſo becoming a more univerſal, in- 
© fenuating, and prevailing Example of it.“ And 
even Marlborough, Colcheſter, and Broderick, were 
as much for aggravating their Sins from the Con- 
| | ſideration 
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fideration of Fra Birth and Quality, as eithe? 
Mr. Parſons or the Lord Rocheſter ;. and for that 
RNeaſon they call themſelves the greateſt of Sinners; 
and think they are lewder and viler than meager 
Men; who (tho? they ſinn d in as daring a Man- 
ner) han't been truſted with ſo many Talents as 
they have. 

But let's return to the Dottert 5 & eriwon, and 
ſee how he treats the Noble D as to thoſe 
Sins which are ſo greatly aggravated by being 
committed by a Man of his High Birth, &c. but 
the further we look into this Matter, we ſhall 
find the Doctor ſtill more for concealing than 
aggravating. the D's AburrTERIESùJ for in 

15. he Sh this Expreſſion, When my Lord 
© Rm beg*d the D— to apply himſelf more to a 
© Religious and Virtuous Gourſe of Life, &c. *Tis 
5 2 (gays the Doctor) bis made an Impreſ- 
< fion; for it was receiv'd with à Flood bf Tears, 
&c. But as that Impreſſion did not make him diſ- 
miſs thoſe Strumpets he kept. in Pay, Dr. K=— 
here ſhou'd have told his Hearers, that the In- 
pereſion the Lord R-— Regueſs made on the 
Ds Mind was but an Aggravation of his many 
ApvuLTERIES, as he continu'd in them after 
ſuch pious and fair Warning, till he came to his 
Deatki-Bed, but not a Word of that Aggrevation 
in all Dr. s Sermon. No, the Doctor was 
fo far from expoſing the D ADULTERIES; 
that in p. 16. he ſeems to inſinuate as if he had 
ſaid too much of his Whoredom; (tho? I can't 
find he had ſaid a Word) and therefore tells us, 
© We are not 10 follow him through all his Steps of 
Life. The Doctor knew if we had, we muſt 
have follow'd him through a very unclear Road, 
anche was not willing we ſhau'd view him there; 
ng to throw a Veil over all his Ap u- 
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ERIES, in one Sentence Dr. K— adds, Let 


® us rather paſs on to his laſt Sickneſs and Death : 


And here he tells us, (which I fear will too much 


encourage others to defer their Repentance to a 
Death-Bed) He ſeem d at laſt, to have abtain'd 
His Defire of being in Peace with God, and that 
He fell aſleep not meerly like an Antient Roman, 
Hut rather like a good Chriſtian. 

What ſoft and fine Language is here to de- 


| | ſcribe the ApuLTEROUS LIFE and (ſeeming) 


penitent Death of a Noble Whore-maſter, who 


perhaps had debauch'd more Women than any 
five Keepers of Quality beſides, and he liv'd in 


that Practice 'till he came to die; for his Chap- 


lain owns, that / as in his Sickneſs and on bis 


Death-Bed, that it pleaſed God to touch his Heart 
with a C gal from his Altar, and melt pom ings a 
truly Chriſtian Confideration of his State, &c. 
Now (pray obſerve it) does Mr. Parſons treat 
the great Lord Rocheſter in this manner? No, 
he honeſtly and plainly tells his Hearers “, I 
Hall content myſelf with the Office of a plain Hi. 
* ftorian,. to relate faithfully and impartially what 
« I ſaw and heard, &c. And then he pro- 
ceeds to tell his Hearers, * His Sins were like 


© his Parts, (for from them corrupted they ſprang ) 


* 


. 
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* all of them high and extraordinary. He ſcem'd 
to affect ſomething Singular and Paradoxical in 
his Impieties, as well as in his Writings, above 
the Reach and Thought of other Men, taking as 
much Pains do draw others in, and to pervert 
the right Ways of Virtue, as the Apoſtles and 
Primitive Saints, to ſave their own Souls, and 
them that heard them. For, this «vas the beight- 
ning and amazing Circumſtance of his Sins, that 

« be 


* In the Sermon preach'd a at the Earl of . s Funeral, 
13, 8, 9. 
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he was ſo diligent and induſtrious to recommen 
and propagate them; not like thoſe of Old that 
hated the Light, but thoſe the Prophet mentions; 
Iſa. 111. 9. V bo declare their Sin at Sodom, and 
hide it not, &c. Framins Arguments for Sin, 
making Proſelytes to it, and writing Panegy- 
ricks upon Vice, ſinging Preiſes to the great Ene- 
my of God, and caſting down Coronets and Crowns 
before his Throne. Nay, ſo confirmed was he in 
Sin, that be liv'd, and oftentimes almoſt died a 
* Martyr for it, &c. Le. | 
Now had Dr. X that preach'd at the D—s 
Funeral, his Chaplain, that afterwards preach*d 
a Sermon upon the Occaſion of the D—-'s Death) 
treated the lewd and adulterous Life of the D— 
in this plain and impartial manner, they had 
done no more than we all expected, or than 
was abſolutely neceſſary to have convinc'd the 


= 


World of the D—'s Penitence: But Dr. Kenn. 


and his Chaplain, inftead of telling their Hear- 
ers What 4 great Adulterer the D- had been, 
talk fine things of his great Accompliſhments, 
but ſcarce once mention the Word Adultery in 
either of their two Sermons. No, inſtead of 
declaring ſuch bold Truths as theſe, they only 
tell their Hearers, The D. was a Man within 
* th? Reach of Frailty, (and pray who is not?) 


© that his Life had a Mixture of Alloy: Nay, I 


think, the Chaplain dares yenture ſo far as to fay 


Bis Life bad a Mixture of Irregularity. But is 


not the ſame thing true of the beſt Man? But 
to make Amends for theſe (as they fear) harſh 
Expreſſions, Dr. K--- tells us, the D. ſeem'd 
© at laſt to have obtain'd his Defire of being in Peace 
* with God, and that he fell aſleep not meerly like 
an Ancient Roman, but rather like à good Chri- 
* ftian. And the Chaplain is not behind him in 
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a Dying Flouriſb; for he tells us, © that bis End 
«< was ſo ſedate, ſo penitential, ſo placid and Saint- 
like, that he had his Senſes in Chriſtian Con- 
trition to the laſt, and cloſed his Life like a ſub- 
miſſive Lamb. 

And thus we fee (what an Ingenious Gentle- 
man lately obſerv'd k.) 


12 A ::&4 


That Mighty Man that rides in State, 

Puff d up with Wealth and Title, 
Although his Sins are neer ſo great, 
Type Scandal is but little. 


* Hig publick Grandeur puts a Gloſs 
xUpon his Crimes and Vices, 
And tho' bis Sins are neer ſo groſs, 
They never want Diſguiſes. 


What tho he Gau D, and Miſſes kept, 
Wallow'd in Fornications ? | 

His Chaplain ſoon can waſh him clean 
With F uneral Orations. 


Deſigning priects, and bumble Slaves, 
For Riches only prize Men, 
And he that wins but Fools and Knaves 
Need never fear the wiſe Men. 


Now when flick great and aged Whoremaſters 


as theſe die, and tbe Man in Black ſtrews their 


Hearſe with ſo many Gay Flowers that their 
moſt notorious Vices are ſcarce ſeen through 
them, but are rather conceal'd, this hardens 


the Hearers, (but more eſpecially the Men of diſ- 
oP. "ou? and Judgment) and is ſuch an 
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Abuſe of Funeral Sermons, that no Miniſter of the 
Goſpel ſhould ever practice; for, as Mr. Stubbs 
well obſerves, © The Detriment hereby accruing 
© to our moſt holy Profeſſion is ſcandalouſiy noto- 
© ridus ;, as Firſt, an Atheiſt or Deiſt, hearing 
* the Man in the Pulpit canonizing a known De- 
« bauchee for a Saint, dubbing a Rebel a Martyr, 
* extolling 4 grand Hypocrite as 4 Penttent of 
Note, &c. is confirmd in his Obſtinacy, damns 
all Religion as Craft and Cheat, and Prieſts of 
all Perſuaſions, for a mercenary Tribe. 

In a Word, as the D---'s Adulteries were ſo 
many, notorious, and ſo expenſive, (and prac- 
tis'd ſo much againſt Light and Knowleage, as 
he was a Man of Efinguiled Senſe and Fudg- 
ment,) the Doctor had been excuſable had he 
been very ſatyrical on his Miſs-keeping. - 

don't love Jeſting with Sacred Things; but 
doubtleſs *rwas Dr. K---'s telling his Hearers, 
that © A late Repentance rarely happens but in 
en of diſtinguiſy*d Senſe and Fudgment, &c. 
that gave occaſion to Mr. I. to publiſh a, Paper 
he calls An Anſwer to Clemens Alexandrinus's 


Sermon upon Quis Dives Salvetur ? What Rich 


Man can ve ſav'd ? Proving it eaſy for a Camel 
to go through the Eye of a Needle. — This is the 
Title of L----'s Paper ; wherein he banters Dr. 
X. -s Charity for the Souls of ſuch as are Rich 
and Noble, (Men of diſtinguiſb'd Senſe and Fudg- 
ment) in theſe Words, 

Firſt, 1 ſhall ſhew ( ſays 8 How a good 


Rich Man may be never the worſe for living 
. © Odly. Secondly, I ſhall explain the Uſe of my 
Plank and Door in all Caſes of deſperate Ex- 


© iremities. 


As to the Firſt Point: A good Rich Man 


may allow himjelf to climb up any Hill within 


« his 


„ --- 
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his Reach; to ride upon a Frather- Bed in a 
Coach; to hate any Thoughts or Diſcourſe of 


Death; to make himſelf a warm Coat the Winter 
before he dies; and if he then falls into à Pit, 
to catch hold of one of the Devil's Cloven Feet, 


or of my Plank, which under the next Head, 


I ſhall prove worth both of them. 

Some Philoſophers have been glad to creep 
out of the World at any Hole; but I have (a 
Plank and Wicket) a new Door of Hope fer 
them ;, provided they be Men of Parts and Fi- 
gure, and will give me Crape enough to con- 


© ſecrate their Memory with my Decorums. I Have 
before inſinuated, that a good Rich Witty 


Man may do any thing but be damn*d. But 


You Goodman Two-ſhoes, and you Gammer 
Two-ſhoes, and you Tom-Trap, and you Dick 
Froſt, and you Goody Gurton, that have lain 
in the Straw ever ſince your Bed was taken a- 
way for Plunger in the Civil Wars, let me tell 
ye, you are poor ſtupid Wretches ; your duller 


Flame will be more eafily extinguiſh*d ; you 


meaner Scrubs are generally given over to a 
Reprobate Mind; your Barley-Bread and 


Peaſe- Pudding make you heavy and ſtupid, 
and if you don't take carg you will die as ſtu- 
pidly as you liv'd. Therefore look to it, and 
begin to repent as ſoon as you can; the ſoon- + 
er the better for you, who are poor People. 


But Heaven forbid that I ſhould preach this 
Doctrine to you Mr. Alderman OCCAS 1, 
or to you Mr. ONALL the Recorder, to 
you the Worſhipful Mr. Juſtice Conform, or 
to you my honoured Patroneſs, Lady Mity; 
you are Gentlefolks all, you are Perſons of 


the greateſt Wit, Wealth, and Ability, 1n this 


< rich 


I ſee ſome People pricking up their Ears there. 


= 
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rich and ingenious Corporation, whom I am 
© glad to ſee at Church now and then, as your 
© Leiſure will permit you. I beſeech you not 
< to ſurmiſe, that I mean the leaſt Part of this 
« to, your Honours ; all that I mean is this, 
6 Ordinary Abilities may be aliogether ſunk by a. 
< Jong vicious Courſe of Life: But it is an un- 
« doubted Maxim, That Perſons of diſtinguiſb'd 
| 9 by their noble and brighter Parts, 
ave an Advantage of underſtanding the Worth 
© of their Souls before they refign it: There. 
« fore, Gentlefolks, J have reſerv'd for you 
an Expedient, calls A. Death-Bed Repentance. 
After you have made Shipwrack of a good 
« Conſcience, I haye a Plank for you, upon 
< which One or Two (1 believe J can make 
< Room for you Four Gentry) may eſcape. But 
do you hear, you meaner ſinful Mretches, that 
don't fit upon Cuſhions, and are not aſleep, 
and have no Vote in the Veſtry, it will be 
© little Comfort for you in this Storm, to expert. 
« the like Deliverance. Conſider what has been 
; faid, and you will not haſtily repent of. that 
ou have heard. 
Thus far Mr. L—"s Anſwer (as he calls it) 
to Clemens Alexandrinus's Sermon; and how 
far Dr. K---'s Charity for Men of diſtinguiſh'd 
Senſe and Judgment (that live in Adultery in 
Hopes to repent on a Death-Bed) has given Oc- 
caſion for theſe Banters, is left to the World 
(or rather to himſelf) to conſider, 
If Men of diſtinguiſh'd Senſe and Fudgmens 
ſhou'd here ſay, If (contrary to Dr. K---'s Aſ- 
ſertion) he meaner ſinful Wretches are more like- 
, by to repent on à Death-Bed than we that are 
Men of Parts and Learning, pray tell us in what 
my cular Si ins ail Light and FI are 
more 
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more + than thoſe committed by Men of 
ordinary Abilities, when they meerly fin out of 
Ignorance, that we who have liy'd in Adultery 
many Years, may (by knowing how our Sin has 
been aggravated) dread the living any longer in 
it, for fear our Conſciences ſpoud be ſo ſear'd 
that we never repent (as we hope he did) on our 
Deatb- Bed. 

To this J anſwer, All Whoremaſters of Qua- 
licy (that are Men of Parts and Learning) will 
do well to conſider; that all Sins committed a- 
gainſt Knowledge are more. aggravated than 
thoſe committed out of meer Ignorance z and 
therefore St. Paul inculcates this of finning a- 
gainſt Knowledge as the greateſt ; for bringing 
in a long and particular Indictment of many 
Sins, Idolatry, unnatural Uncleanneſs, and all 
Kind of Unrighteouſneſs, he doth both in the 
Beginning and End of the Bill, bring in this 
Aggravation, that hey /inned againſt Knowledge 
in all theſe. So that tis clear from hence, that 
to /in againſt Knowledge, either in omitting good . 
Duties which we know we ought to perform, 
or committing of Sins we know we ougat not 
to do, is the 'b; gheſt Aggravation of Sinfulneſs. 
Now, when I by it is an Aggravation to theſe 
Sins, my Meaning is this: That take any Sin 

thou thinkeſt moſt groſs, and view it barely 
in the Act of it, put the Act nakedly in the 
one Scale, (be it the Sin of Adultery or Drun- 
kenneſs, &c.) and then put this Circumſtance, 
which was added to it, in the other Scale, that 
before and when thou didſt it /bou kneweſt it to 
be a Sin; this alone weighs as much, yea more 
than the Sin it ſelf doth: So that Men tba 
live in Adultery many Years, and know it to be 
a * (as Was * Caſe of the D--- and other 
Perſons 
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Whoredoms greatly aggravated, and (conſe- 
quently) fin at a more deſperate Rate than Men 


of ordinary Abilities do, when they meerly fin 
En ene oo; Hs 
To conclude, (with a Word of Advice to 
you that are inferior Perſons ;,) Poor Creatures! 
let not your Meanneſs diſcourage you, ſeeing 
of ſuch as you is the Kingdom of Heaven; but 
remember, you (as well as the Men of Quality) 
have a Time of Health in which you ſhould pro- 
vide for Eternity; and for that Reaſon I have 
been thus large in arguing ibe Hazard of a Death- 
Bed Repentance from the late Remorſe of the 
D. of D—-- that fo all Perſons whatever 
(but more eſpecially the Men of Quality and 
Parts) may not be, ſo far miſ-led by Dr. K---'s 
Sermon as to dtfer Weir Repentance to a Death- 
Bedyin Hopes their diſtinguiſb d Senſe and Fudg- 
ment, &c. will then awake them out of their 
Dream of Sin, to a ſincere and hearty Repen- 
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